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Manhattan, KS June 2017 

Headline News 
Mother’s 

Day 
Tea 



 

Selecting Your Form of Service 

2 

Several years ago my son and I were having dinner with 

another father and his son from the Atlanta area. The 

father was a tennis pro and enjoyed not only his  

profession but also sharing his talent with his  

congregation. He mentioned the non-denominational 

church of which he and his son were a part and their 

level of involvement in the mega-Atlanta church. I liked 

the way he described the expectation of service that 

came along with membership in his congregation. He 

said it in one simple sentence: “My form of service is 

serving as an instructor at our church’s tennis camps.” 

Pretty simple. Straightforward. To the point.  

 

Every church’s level of strength depends on the number of people involved in its 

mission and outreach. Volunteer numbers always grow when we expect ourselves 

to participate in the ministry of the church. One of the goals for every church 

family, including ours, is to have the mind-set of the Atlanta tennis pro: “My 

form of service to my congregation is…..”It’s not a question of why; it’s a  

question of what. 

 

First Presbyterian already has a large number of volunteers, serving in a large 

variety of ministries, including but not limited to: hospitality and fellowship, 

greeters and ushers and scripture readers, hospital visitation and building bridges 

with the lonely, financial and property matters, children and youth ministries, 

music and the arts, deacon outreach, dining and kitchen hospitality, community 

meals and the food pantry, office assistance, mission trips. As an example: our 

community meal outreach alone enlists 120 members and friends, and our food 

pantry involves 60, equally impressive numbers. 

 

In light of all of this, perhaps a good exercise for us all is to conduct a 

“generosity audit.” It’s easily done with our finances, as we know, it can be easily 

done with our volunteer contributions to the life of our congregation. A good way 

to start is by completing the sentence: “My form of service to my church 

is……….” 

 

Faithfully, 

 

Cam 

Rev. McConnell 

 

 

Thank you for your consistent and 

generous support of Shepherd’s 

Crossing. Knowing we can count on 

your donations helps beyond  

measure, and we are humbled by 

your faithfulness as well as your  

generosity. Obviously, your  

congregation takes seriously our call 

to help those in need. Please be assured we will be good stewards of your giving. 

 

Beverly Olson, Executive Director 

Dear First Presbyterian Church, 

On behalf of MESI staff and Board of Directors, thank 

you for supporting Manhattan Emergency Shelter, Inc. 

by participating in Grow Green Match Day through 

Greater Manhattan Community Foundation on April 21, 

2017. Your donation is greatly appreciated! MESI de-

pends on gracious donors like you to help the homeless in 

the Manhattan area.  

 

MESI serves hundreds of people every year by providing case management, 

food, and emergency shelter to promote self-sufficiency and community integra-

tion. Housing is essential to the health and wellness of all human beings, and 

MESI believes that when people are treated with respect and dignity, they are 

more likely to respond positively toward themselves and others. In 2016, MESI 

provided emergency shelter to 571 people, including 121 children. Thank you 

for giving to MESI and lending a hand to those in need! 

Sincerely, 

 

Dene E. Kaster, Grants and Finance Officer 

The Stewardship and Mission Committee of the Presbytery of Northern 

Kansas wishes to thank your congregation for the generous contributions to the 

mission and ministry of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in 2016. Your  

congregation gave $12,600 to Basic Mission Support this past year. 

 

These contributions keep all of us connected as the PC(USA) continues to be the 

body of Christ throughout the world through our local churches, our Presbytery, 

our Synod and the General Assembly. Together, we  can do so much more than 

any of us alone. 

We thank you again for this generous support. 

 

Dan Pauls, for the Stewardship and Mission Committee 
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Your donation through GMCF’s Grow Green 

Match Day to support Sunflower CASA Project 

makes a difference now and tomorrow in the 

lives of children who are victims of abuse and 

neglect. We are grateful for your thoughtful con-

tribution. 

Thank you for your generous gift of $1,000. 

 

Dana Russell 

Dear Friends, 

On behalf of the Greater Manhattan Community Founda-

tion, I would like to sincerely thank you for your gift to the  

Foundation ($3,500). We are honored to be able to include 

you among the many contributors helping us grow to serve 

the greater Manhattan community.  

 

Again, thank you for your contribution. 

Sincerely, 

 

Vernon J. Henricks, President and CEO 

Pictured above: A thank you card from our friends in World Friendship. The card 

is available in the office for a closer look! 
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In Our Church 
Assistant K-State Women’s Basketball coach and 

former NBA player, Chris Carr (pictured right), 

delivered a moving and heart-felt talk to the Men’s 

Breakfast on May 18th. Many thanks to member, 

Steve Maxwell, for arranging the Men’s  

Breakfasts. 

 

Men's Breakfast will be on break for the summer 

from June through August. Our next Breakfast is 

tentatively scheduled for September 21, 2017.   

With your church family on the  

First Sundays this summer: 

June 4  July 2  August 6 

Following the 10:30 service, Fisher Hall. 

Sponsored by the Membership, Fellowship, and 

Church Growth  

Committee. The following will be provided: 

Main dishes, table service, beverages 

Everyone else: 

Please bringing your family & friends and a side 

dish or dessert to share! 

July combo special: Brunch plus the famous 

Deacons Ice Cream Social! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mother’s Day  

Serenade 

 

In celebration of Moth-

er’s Day, the men of the 

First Presbyterian  

congregation  

proceeded to the front of 

the church for a Sponta-

neous Men’s Choir per-

formance! Pictured is one 

side of the choir (there 

were enough singers to 

fill both choir lofts!) led 

by R.J. Leonard.  
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German Youth Symphony Orchestra Visiting Manhattan  

July 29-August 2  
 

Manhattan will welcome 

the Ahrensburg Youth  

Symphony Orchestra 

from  Northern  

Germany July 29- 

August 2. They will per-

form at the C.L. Hoover 

Opera House in Junction 

City at 2:30 p.m. July 

30 and at McCain  

Auditorium at  

7:00 p.m. July 31st. The  

Symphony's soprano soloist 

will sing at  

First Presbyterian's worship 

services on July 30. First 

Presbyterian has volunteered to help host youth and staff in members' and friends' 

homes. 20 host families are needed for one or two guests. If you are able to host a 

young person(s) or a staff person(s) in your home, please contact the church office 

at 785-537-0518. Host families are needed from July 29-August 2. Host family 

responsibilities include: lodging for four nights, meals, transportation to scheduled 

activities, and general hospitality.  

 

 

Volunteers Needed 
Dear Church Congregation Members, 

We are in great need of volunteers who would like to make a difference in the 

life of a child. We are looking for men and women who would be interested in a 

meaningful volunteer experience where duties would include advocating for a 

child in need and speaking up for their best interests.  

 

If you would like more information about Sunflower CASA, please contact us 

at jmiller@rileycountyks.gov or by calling 785-537-6367. 

We appreciate your support! 

Thank you, 

 

Jana Miller, Resource Development Coordinator of the Sunflower CASA  

Project 

Dear Members of the First Presbyterian Church, 

With the continued financial support of individuals like you, the 

clinic has provided more than 14,000 free health care  

appointments since July 2005 and our volunteers remain  

encouraged and inspired to continue serving those in our area 

who are without health insurance. 

 

On behalf of the clinic staff, volunteers and the Board of  

Trustees, I would like to thank you for your $500.00 and $1000.00 donations to 

the Flint Hills Community Clinic during the Grow Green campaign. 

 

Susan Inskeep, Executive Director 

Dear Reverend McConnell, 

Thank you so much for your support of Pawnee Mental 

Health Services. Your donation to the Grow Green 

Match Day on April 21st, will truly make a difference in 

the lives of children,  

individuals and families that Pawnee Mental Health 

Services. With the generosity of 75 donors and the $50 match from the Howe 

Family Foundation, Pawnee Mental Health Services raised $19,687.50. 

 

As Pawnee Mental Health Services continues to provide comprehensive quality 

mental health and substance use treatment and recovery services to strengthen 

the wellness of our communities, we greatly appreciate your support of our  

mission and services. 

Sincerely, 

 

Robbin Cole, Executive Director 

Cindy Donohoue, Development Manager 

 

P.S. Wow! What a blessing you and the members of your congregation are to us! 
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Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

We are almost settled in our new home and surroundings. The move from Man-

hattan was a big decision but we are happy we did it. We feel fortunate we can  

enjoy the new friends and have family close by.  

 

The Church of the Resurrection has live videos every Sunday for Silvercrest  

residents at 11:30 a.m. Yes, we are careful to change our usual “debt and debtors” 

in the Lord’s Prayer. 

Sincerely, 

 

Dick & Beverly LaGree 

Thank you so very much for allowing me and my family to use your space for my 

Senior Recital! It was a fantastic acoustic setting for it. 

Kindest Regards, 

 

Eddie Shaw 

Dear Friends at First Presbyterian Church, 

Thank you very much for your donation on “Grow Green” day. 

Your generous gift to the Breadbasket’s Endowed Fund will make 

it possible for us to continue to carry out our mission and to help 

fight hunger in our community now and for future years. It is with 

community support that the Breadbasket was able to serve over 22,000 individuals 

last year. Care and concern for others is what the donors of Manhattan should be 

very proud of. If you would ever like a tour of the Breadbasket and hear more 

about the programs we offer, please give us a call. 

 

Again, thank you, we appreciate your support. 

Sincerely, 

 

Maribeth Kieffer, Executve Director, The Flint Hills Breadbasket 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for investing in the Center’s future through a  

generous donation to our endowed fund at the Greater  

Manhattan Community Foundation. Your gift will help 

preserve our services for the long run, and the matching funds 

provided by Phil Howe will help sustain us this year. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

 

Judy Davis, Executive Director, The Crisis Center, Inc. 
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Welcome,  

New Members! 

David and Nancy Parker 

David and Nancy both grew 

up at First Presbyterian 

Church. David and Nancy 

are retired and they have 

three grown children. 

Juliet “Sierra” Watkins” 

Juliet is a student at Kansas 

State University in anthropology 

and archeology. She is from 

Yale, Oklahoma and was  

introduced to First Presbyterian 

through her aunt, Amy  

Matthews. 

Kamden Ekern 

Kamden is a student at  

Kansas State University in 

interior architecture. He is 

originally from Mexico,  

Missouri and will join as an 

affiliate member.  

2880 Deep Creek Rd 

Manhattan, KS 

66502 

 

580-471-2872 

3025 Sunny Side Dr 

Manhattan, KS 

66502 

 

405-564-04704 

2008 Parkway Dr 

Manhattan, KS 

66502 

 

573-721-3867 

Father’s Day Pictures 

 
We are creating a PowerPoint presentation  

featuring pictures of fathers in celebration of  

Father’s Day! Please turn in pictures of fathers, 

grandfathers, uncles, or a person in your life who 

has been a father figure. Pictures may be emailed to 

the office at secretary@firstpresmanhattan.com or 

brought into the office in person. Please include the names of everyone in your 

picture. Pictures are due BY JUNE 12th. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Events 
Save these dates for youth and college 

events over the summer! More details in 

group emails on the following events.  

Contact Pastor Kati if you are not on the 

list and/or free to volunteer for these fun 

ways to engage our youth and college stu-

dents over the summer! 

 

Summer Lock-in: July 14th  

    7:00 pm-7:00am 

KC Day Trip: July 20th 
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Youth and College 

Thank you! 
In May we said thank you to our many 

youth volunteers!  Mary Lawrence  

Currie has gone above and beyond the 

call of duty in her time as chair of our 

Youth Ministry Renovation Team as well 

as Christian Education for Children and 

Youth Committee. Blessings to the future 

pathways of the whole Currie family as 

you have left a blessing here in our  

congregation and community!   

 

Another heartfelt thank you goes out to 

Ann Coulson for her dedication and  

devotion to serving meals for our college 

students and serving as a representative on 

the ECM board. We celebrate your  

retirement and will welcome you back 

anytime you visit! Your presence and joy 

continues to bring a smile to our faces! 

 

 

 

Cornerstone end of the year party  

enjoyed an ice cream trough! 

Final college lunch for 2016-2017 

school year. 

On May 21, high school graduates 

were recognized for their  

accomplishments. Pictured above 

are Ethan Chege, Elizabeth  

Wilson, and James Wilson.  

Congratulations! 
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Coming Up Next... 
Happy June Birthdays! 

1 Rae Jean Hunt 
5 Charlie Trenary 
6 Madison Paynter 
6 Faith Roach 
8 Abby Bowen 
8 Janet Dittmar 
8 Marilyn Feldkamp 
8 Ben Trenary 
8 Kay Weigel 
9 Aidan Hilton 
10 Sterling Shimp 
11 Charles Stark 
11 Peter Tomlinson 
13 Tyler Norris 
14 Elnora Carney 
16 Leo Trenary 
17 June Myers 
17 Shirley Stone 
17 Kristine Tiroch 
19 Becky Klingler 

19 Steve Levin 
20 Joel Anderson 
20 Alyssa Smith 
21 Linda Toy 
21 Jane Westfall 
22 Mary Cross 
22 Marion Kyle 
22 Robert Roper 
22 Joyce Whitson 
23 Harold Ross 
25 Bobby Cox 
25 Kenneth Gowdy 
26 Savannah Hackett 
26 Jonathan Mathis 
26 Lacey Robinson 
28 Telva Swenson 
28 Matt Thompson 
29 Joan Froelich 
29 Eric Mann 
29 Nathan Mann 

Crunching the Numbers 
During the month of April, we served 152 dinners and 95 breakfasts. We also  

distributed 46 brownbag lunches. Our Community Dinners take place on  

Tuesday evenings from 6:00-6:45 p.m. and the Community Breakfasts on 

Wednesday mornings from 7:30-8:15 a.m.  Average attendance at dinner is  

35-40 and for breakfasts is  20-25. 

Food Pantry News 
In April, our Food Pantry served 42 adults and 25 children. 

We partner with the Flint Hills Breadbasket to help those in 

our community who are food insecure. The First Presbyteri-

an Food Pantry serves our community on Fridays from 

10:00 a.m.-noon and 1:00-3:00 p.m.  

Presby Perk 
Have you caught the latest episode of Presby Perk, our new 

video podcast about faith, life and everything in-between? Fol-

low us on Facebook and Twitter to stay up to date on events 

and the latest episodes. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for a lovely afternoon! 

 

Our Mother's Day Tea was both beautiful and successful thanks to the hard work 

and talent that our "Presby Tea Room Ladies" brought to the event! Thank you to 

Virginia Benkelman, Eloise Brown, Julie Haynes, Sally Mullen and  

Mary Lou Steinkruger for yet another lovely afternoon. Your delicious food and 

hospitality sent the guests away feeling special.  

 

Another  big thank you goes to June Scnitkker of Master Landscape, for a  

wonderful presentation (and helpful shrub pruning tips)! Thank you also to  

Gatherings At 3 Thirteen, First Presbyterian Church, and Andrea Higgins (Thirty

-One sales consultant), for sponsoring the event and for the door prizes!  

 

Finally, thank you to all who came to enjoy the afternoon with us and we hope to 

see you back again next time. I hope you all had a great Mother's Day! 

 

I feel very blessed to have such great people around me to help make events like 

this happen. Thank you all! 

 

Shiloh Vick, Director of Children's Ministries 
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New Women’s Bible Study 
This summer, Susan Maxwell, will lead a no-stress, no-homework bible study! 

The theme is "Be Still" where we will spend some creative/meditative time doing 

adult coloring pages with our theme. Susan will also have discussion 

questions from the book Listening to God by Carolyn Nystrom. 

 

-Mondays starting June 12th (after VBS) in the chapel from 10:00-

11:30 a.m. 

-If you need childcare, please rsvp to Susan or Shiloh Vick. 

-No need to bring anything. 

 

The coloring book can be found online and at Walmart. Susan will 

make copies for each study, so purchasing the book is not necessary. Our lessons 

will not be cumulative, so please join us when you can!  

 

Questions? Contact Susan Maxwell at susiebassoon@yahoo.com.   

Property Update: 
At the last Business Affairs meeting, the Committee decided to move forward with 

minor improvements to the church campus, including: 

 Increased outdoor lighting on the north side (Leavenworth side) of the  

recreation center. This will provide greater safety and a better illumination of 

that particular part of ourcomplex. 

 Refurbish or replace four outside storage doors, next to main south entrance 

 Renovate enclosure on 8th Street side, which covers steps leading down to 

Fisher Hall. 

 Under consideration: Replacing nursery and Christian Education windows on 

south side of building.  
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Fun in the Summer 

Concerts in the 

Park series 
Join us this Summer for 

a Concert in the Park 

Series featuring our  

wonderful musicians and 

local food trucks in our 

own Friendship Park! So 

pull out your tailgating 

chairs, call your 

friends and get ready for 

some entertaining  

neighborhood events!  

Saturday, June 10th: Doug “Chappie” Chapman. 

    Music begins at 6pm and the Vista Burger Truck will be open at 5:45pm. 

Friday, July 21st: The Lovehandles featuring Joan Nelson. 

    Music begins at 6pm and the Tasty Traveler Truck will be open at 5:45pm. 

Saturday, August 19th: Our new worship band!  

    Music and fun will begin at 10:15am and Mr. K’s Food Truck will be open 

    at 10:00 am. 

Hymn Bracket and Summer Revival Events 
You have sent your nominations and Sunday, June 4th you will be able to vote 

for your favorite picks in our Hymn Tournament! During June and July, hymns 

will be voted upon in a bracket style format, similar to the NCAA tournament. 

Each week, the winning hymns will advance until we are left with the First Pres  

Favorite of 2017. Musicians and hymn lovers are invited for a Revival  

Sing-along, Wednesday, June 7th in Presby Place at 6:30pm to hear your  

favorite hymns and learn some new ones! 

The “Write On” Group 

A new creative writing group will be meeting 

Mondays 5:30-7:00 p.m. at Bluestem Bistro 

during June and July. Whether you have al-

ready started a writing project or need some 

guidance in creativity, this will be a time for 

getting tips and being accountable to write 

and complete art project: fictional book, col-

lection of poems, illustrated book,  

narrative non-fiction, graduate thesis, journaling pilgrimage, etc. Teens and 

adults welcome! Please visit our website to register. 
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Presby Ninja Challenge for Agricultural Education 
Prepare yourself, your family, and your neighbors. Saturday, August 19th at 

9:00 am Ninjas will begin to face their challenges! There will be physical  

challenges, mental challenges and spiritual challenges set to highlight what our 

kids learned during summer camps like basketball, VBS, and music camp. 

At 10:00 am we will begin to celebrate with Mr. K’s Food Truck and the final  

feature of our Concert in the Park Series: our new worship band for the new  

service starting in September. Registration will be available July 1st for K &  

Elementary Groups, Middle School and High School groups, and Adult groups! 

The proceeds raised will go towards agricultural education in 4H and FFA. Prizes 

and more details will be announced with registration release in July. Bring your 

kids, your parents, your grandparents and let's test our strengths while we  

support Ag Ed!  

Elementary School Bibles 
On May 21, middleelementary age children were  

presented with bibles during the 10:30 a.m.  

service.  

P2 End of the Year Extravaganza! 

P2 had their end of the year party and leader, Natalie Bender’s, going away party 

in May. The group gathered in City Park for food and fun! Above are pictures of 

party activities (captions below). 

Left: Gracie Montgomery, Natalie Bender, and Izzy Dowling following a team 

huddle during a game of “Capture the Flag”. 

Middle: Natalie with the P2 group displaying her going away cake. 

Right: Aiden Hilton prepares for another round of “Capture the Flag”. 

8 

 

2017 Summer Camps! 
First Pres is gearing up for a fun  

summer with sports, music, and 

Heartland Day Camps!  

 

Cheer Camp: June 14-15 

 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 grades 1st-6th 

Basketball Camp: July 10-13 

 6:30-7:15 p.m. 3rd-4th grade 

 7:30-8:30 p.m. 5th-6th grade 

Music Camp: July 25-28 with  

     showcase on July 31 

 “Mad About Plaid” 

 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

 grades PreK-6th 

 

Visit our website for more  

information and to register! 
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Heartland Day Camp 
Here at First Presbyterian Church! 

 

June 26-30th 9:00a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
 

An extension of Heartland Center (PCUSA), Kansas City, MO 

 

Why go away to camp when camp can come to you? 

Heartland Day Camp is a traveling day camp and this 

summer, it is coming to First Presbyterian!  Kids will 

enjoy Bible stories, worship, games, arts and crafts, slip 

n’ slide, archery, fellowship, horseback riding and so 

much more! The theme for the week is “Courageous 

Faith: It’s time to give God everything!” 

 

Watch for more information in Headline News, your  

bulletins, and on our website and Facebook! 

 

Cost: $69/camper, family discount: $150/3 kids.  

Cost includes a snack. Kids will bring sack lunches. 
 

 

Kick-off Sunday Weekend! 

August 20 & 21 
 

After a great summer of music, 

brunches, and summer camps, we 

will kick off 2017-2018 with an  

exciting weekend of activities! 

 

Saturday: Presby Ninja Challenge (see 

page 8), inflatables, dunk tank, Concert 

in the Park featuring our new  

non-traditional worship service  

ensemble, and a Mr. K’s food truck! 

 

Sunday: Kick-off 

Sunday- first day of 

Sunday school for 

2017-2018! This 

year’s theme will be 

“Kids Under  

Construction: God 

At Work.” 


