December 16th, 2018 9:15 and 10:30 a.m.

First Presbyterian Church of Manhattan
Rev. R.C. McConnell, Senior Pastor
801 Leavenworth Street
Manhattan, KS 66502
785-537-0518
Email: secretary@firstpresmanhattan.com
Website: www.firstpresmanhattan.com

“… let us love one
another, for love is from
God…. God sent His only
begotten Son into the
world so that we may live
through Him.”
1 John 4:7,9

Look for more information on First Presbyterian Church at:
www.firstpresmanhattan.com
www.facebook.com/firstpresmanhattan
or follow us on Twitter

Office hours:
Monday-Thursday 8:30 a.m.— 4:30 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m.— 3:00 p.m.
Saturday Closed
Sunday 7:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m.

801 Leavenworth Street
Manhattan, KS 66502
785-537-0518

This worship bulletin is printed on recyclable paper. All bulletins and inserts left in the
baskets by the doors are recycled.
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First Presbyterian Church

Manhattan, Kansas

Welcome to Worship at First Presbyterian Church

Sermon Notes

We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in the
ministries and missions of First Presbyterian!

During Today’s Worship

For parents of young children: an excellent nur ser y and cr y r oom ar e available. The
nursery is on the lower level of the Children's Education wing and is available from
10:00-11:45 a.m. The cry room is located in the balcony. Please inquire of an usher.
During the time for Greeting and Announcements, please sign the pew infor mation
form, so the office may update any change in information and you can meet the people in
your pew!
Personal hearing devices ar e available dur ing the ser vice for those in need. Please
inquire of an usher.
Please silence all electr onic devices when in the Sanctuar y.

If You Are New to First Presbyterian

We invite you to stay for fellowship time following each of the ser vices. Donuts and
delicious Radina’s coffee ar e ser ved in Fisher Hall after the 9:15 a.m. ser vice and in
the Narthex after the 10:30 a.m. service. We would love the opportunity to meet you!
Adult Sunday School Classes ar e held dur ing the 9:15 wor ship hour . The Covenant
Class, led by Dean Ar mbr ust, meets in the chapel. This class is studying the Acts of
the Apostles. The Questions Class, led by Steven Graham, is studying a DVD series “The
Great Courses: The Great World Religions.” This class meets in the library.

MISSION STATEMENT
To create disciples for Jesus Christ and to practice His teachings
by loving and serving God and one another.

Children’s Sunday School and choir ar e held dur ing the 10:30 wor ship hour . Children are dismissed following the children’s sermon during the service. See below for the
location of your child’s Sunday School classroom.

First Presbyterian Staff

“The Grove” (Seedlings)
Pre-K. Lower level, Children’s Education Wing.
Teacher: Ashley Ellenz
“The Way” Class (Frogs)
K-1st grade. Upper level, Children’s Education Wing.
Teacher: Amanda Hackett
“The Truth” Class (Owls)
2nd-3rd grade. Upper level, Children’s Education Wing.
Teacher: Kendra Rock

R.C. McConnell, Pastor
Shiloh Vick, Dir ector of Youth and
Children’s Ministries
Dr. Reg Pittman, Chancel Choir
Director
Dr. Susan Maxwell, Dir ector of
Children’s Music Ministries
Sarah Diamond, Dir ector of
Operations and Development
Caroline Olivo, Dir ector of
Communications

Stacey Montgomery, Volunteer
Coordinator
Mitchell Jerko, Or ganist
Mike Hedke, Dir ector of Facilities
Maintenance
Julie Haynes, Hospitality
Coordinator
Erin Coleman, Housekeeper
Ayanna Castro-Ross, Housekeeper
Joe Coleman, Sunday mor ning
maintenance

“The Life” Class (Trees)
4th-6th grade. Upper level, Children’s Education Wing.
Teacher: Nic Beach
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Children’s Choir
All children are welcome. Chapel.
Directors: Susan and Steve Maxwell
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First Presbyterian had a record-setting Stewardship Sunday with near ly
$525,000 pledged for the ministries and missions of 2019. This compares
to $429,000 pledged on the same Sunday last year-- an 18% increase!
Almost 2/3 of First Presbyterian members increased their pledge, which
will contribute greatly to the challenge of one of our families to match
the increase of the total amount from 2018-2019.
As of Tuesday, pledges in the total amount of nearly $630,000.00 have
been received with 70% of members increasing their pledges. We are on
track to have an outstanding stewardship year, especially with the
challenge of one of our families to match the total amount of increase.
If you have not already pledged, please return your pledge card before
Christmas so we can conclude the campaign by the end of the year and look forward to a
great 2019! Please remember the generous offer to match the total amount of
increase from 2018--2019.

Order of Worship
Prelude (The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for the
worship of God.)
Of the Father’s Love Begotten……………………….…..…….……….By Rex Koury

Introit
O Come, All Ye Faithful……………………...…………..….....Setting by Joel Raney
Mitchell Jerko, Organist
Robba Moran, Pianist

Processional Hymn
It Came Upon The Midnight Clear.…………………..…….....The Hymnal, #123

The Deacons prepared Christmas baskets
last Saturday to share with our members
in retirement and individual homes.

Lighting of the Advent Candle……………….……...The Ng Family(9:15)
The Trenary/Gott Family(10:30)
Response

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Advent Prayer
*Unison Prayer of Confession

Mayor’s Lighted Christmas
Parade

Leader: I said I will confess my tr ansgr essions unto the Lor d.
People: And Thou forgave the iniquity of my sin.
All: In our hur r y to fulfill our wants and to achieve our goals, we confess
that love can pay the price. In our haste to check off our lists, we forget to check
in on the needs of others. In our desire to do what we think is best for ourselves,
we ignore what is best for others. But we have come, Father, to confess the need
to practice more consideration and less judgment, more concern and less harshness, more love and less indifference. Let God’s kindness and compassion in
Bethlehem find a welcome way into our hearts. We pray this in your name.
Amen.

Thank you to all the volunteers
and participants who joined us in
the parade last Friday!

*Assurance of Pardon

Time for Greeting
Joy to the “WOOL”

6

This year’s Children’s Christmas pageant was spectacular!
Thank you to Susan Maxwell, Director of Children’s Music,
and all her volunteers for directing such an amazing night!

Children’s Sermon (10:30)…….…………..…….....…Anneke van der Hoeven
(Children are dismissed to Sunday school and choir)

Announcements
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Offering
Christmas Medley……………….……Arr. By Stephen Nelson and Ovid Young
Mitchell Jerko, Organist
Robba Moran, Pianist

Offering Response
Give Thanks……………………………………………….……..The Hymnal, #647
Scripture Lesson: Luke 2:25-32……..…...….…………Bruce McMillan(9:15)
Abby Bowen (10:30)

Anthem
How Quietly…………………………………………….….………….By Joel Raney
Chancel Choir and Handbells

We have always enjoyed the festive lights and the glorious hymns during the
Christmas season. It’s a time of celebration and a time of remembrance. But it is
also a time of sadness for many. There are many reasons that sadness strikes during the Christmas season, but the common thread is loss and loneliness. In light of
this, First Presbyterian will continue its tradition of a “Blue Christmas Service”
on the longest night of the year, December 21, at 6:30 p.m., in the sanctuary. It
will be a time of candles, meditative carols, special prayers, and a brief message.
It is our hope that this special service will provide special hope at this time of our
Savior’s birth.

The ushers at the 9:15 a.m. service are: Al Welch, Doug Tippin, Nancy Habluetzel, and David West. Usher ing at the 10:30 a.m. ser vice in December ar e:
Jim Schottler, Lyle Butler, Stephen Graham, Mark Janssen, Peg Janssen,
and Gene Moherman.

Pastoral Prayer, The Lord’s Prayer
Special Music
Carol of the Bells………………………….…………………..By Douglas Wagner
Handbell Choir
Scripture Lesson: 1 John 4:7-14.………………...…… Bruce McMillan(9:15)
Adam Bowen (10:30)
Hymn
The Snow Lay on the Ground…………………....………………...The Hymnal, #116

Sermon

Giving Equals Love
Rev. R.C. McConnell

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services Family Candlelight Ser vice at 7 p.m.
Candlelight Service with Chancel Choir at 8:30 p.m.

A meeting of the congregation will take place today Sunday, December 16, at
11:30 a.m. in the sanctuar y. The pur pose of the meeting is to elect elder s, deacons, and the 2019 Nominating Committee, to approve the request of the session
to form a co-pastor position, and to elect Rev. R.C. McConnell as pastor emeritus,
effective upon retirement.

*Recessional Hymn
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice…………..……….....………….…...The Hymnal, #132
Choral Benediction
May the Peace of the Lord God With You

Postlude
Canticle of Joy…………………………………………………………………...by J.S. Bach
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