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(785-537-0518) 

www.firstpresmanhattan.com 

Manhattan, KS April 2016 

Headline News 
 

He is Risen! 

 

First Presbyterian celebrated Easter in style with a Sunrise Service, a 

brunch, and the World’s Greatest Easter Egg Hunt! Pictured are just a few 

of the many kids who showed up to search Friendship Park for the many 

hidden eggs. 



 

Looking to the Future 
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In the 2015 Annual Report, I wrote about a Session 

approved Planning Committee document that calls for 

growth in every aspect of the church’s life for the bal-

ance of the year, including new members, mission and 

outreach, youth and children’s ministries, education, 

worship participation, stewardship, and building and 

grounds, not to mention the intangibles of hope and 

vision for a greater ministry. More specifically, a 10% 

growth goal has been set for all these ministries by the 

end of 2016. Chair of the Planning Committee, Patsy 

Brandt, has been meeting with the committees to review their measurable objec-

tives for growth and their steps and timeline for achieving their goals. Under-

standing the purpose of “The Great Commission,” related by Jesus to his disci-

ples before he ascended into heaven, our congregation is responding by reaching 

as many as possible with the “good news” of the life-changing grace of Jesus 

Christ. To this end, we set for ourselves tangible goals, so we are able to stay 

focused on growth for our congregation, and, therefore, growth for the Kingdom. 

But the level of strength of this plan will depend on all of us sharing the vision 

for an even greater and stronger church. We do this by inviting others to join us: 

in worship, in Sunday School, in youth ministry, in special events, in small 

groups, in special outreach programs. The broader our reach the greater our suc-

cess will be in achieving growth in the name of Christ. To this end, the Planning 

Committee has adopted this motto: 

 

First Presbyterian Church—Putting Christ First 

First in Worship 

First in Service 

First in Children and Youth  

First in Mission 

First in Education 

First in Stewardship 

First in Community 

 

Thank you for your great hearts 

and your great spirits! 

 

Faithfully, 

 

Cam  

Rev. McConnell 
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Coming Up Next... 
Happy April Birthdays! 

 

Note: The password for the online church directory is Proverbs2 .  

Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study group will meet on 

April 21. We will be covering lesson 8: The Hospitality of 

Living Water. Offerings are due. 

Men’s Breakfast 

April Men’s Breakfast will be on April 21 at 7:00 a.m. featuring Jon Wefald, 

former President of Kansas State University. Mr. Wefald will be speaking 

about the history of K-State during his time as President of the University.  

First Presbyterian Church t-

shirts, sweatshirts, and jack-

ets are now on sale through 

GTM. This is a limited time 

offer and orders are due by 

April 11th. 

View merchandise and make 

orders at  

www.Tinyurl.com/FPCGear. 

Show Your Church Spirit 
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Crunching the Numbers 
During the month of February, we served 156 dinners and 

105 breakfasts. We also distributed 39 brownbag lunches. 

Our Community Dinners take place on Tuesday evenings 

from 6:00-6:45 p.m. and the Community Breakfasts on 

Wednesday mornings from 7:30-8:15 a.m.  

Average attendance at dinner is 35-40 and for breakfasts is  

20-25. 

Our volunteers vary from church members to K-State       

students to our local community! Pictured right is our     

community neighbor Willie Kennedy. 

Below right are a volunteer team     

including Cinda Vogel, Scott Heise, 

Mary Willyard and Claudia        

Robertson.  

If you would like to volunteer for a 

community meal, contact Claudia 

Voos at cvoos@burnettauto.com. 

Food Pantry News 
In February, our Food Pantry served 61 adults and 46 children and 2 

elderly. We partner with the Flint Hills Breadbasket to help those in our  

community who are food insecure. 

Mother’s Day Pictures 
We will be creating a PowerPoint presentation featuring pic-

tures of mothers in celebration of Mother’s Day! Please turn in 

pictures of mothers, grandmothers, aunts, or a person in your 

life who has been a mother figure. Pictures may be emailed to 

the office at secretary@firstpresmanhattan.com or brought into 

the office in person. Please include the names of everyone in your   picture. Pic-

tures are due BY MAY 3rd. 

Friday Fellowship 
March Friday Fellowship will be on April 22 at 11:00 a.m. 

Dr. James Carpenter will be speaking on the topic of exotic 

animals.  Please join us for what is sure to be an interesting talk 

and delicious lunch to follow! We encourage you to RSVP with the church office 

so that we can prepare appropriate amounts of food. 
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Dear Rev. McConnell, 

Thank you very much for giving to CITA Foundation in 2015. We truly appre-

ciate the love received after one representative from your Church called us to 

inquire about CITA Foundation and followed through with a donation at the end 

of 2015. Because of your support, many children’s lives are being changed. May 

God, abundantly, bless you and increase your church’s mission! 

Sincerely, 

Esther A Riverson, Founder/president of CITA Founda-

tion 

(Note: The CITA Foundation provides education for un-

derprivileged children in Ethiopia and Ghana.) 

 Mission Committee Highlights  
 

-Discussed need for van to transport members and friends to church and to assist 

youth in their need for travel to various events, mission trips, etc. Research will be 

done on costs of vehicles.  

-Approved subsidy of child care for parents involved in the Crisis Center support 

meetings  

-Date set for regional seminar for clergy and lay leaders at First Presbyterian--

September 15, 2016 (our congregation will sponsor and host a one-day seminar 

for pastors and lay leaders in the 3-4 state area with the hope and expectation that 

it will strengthen Presbyterian leaders. Electives will include: preaching, children 

and youth ministry, evangelism, etc. Leaders from various churches will serve as 

presenters)  

A River Runs 

Through It 

 
During a recent trip 

to Montana, Rev. 

McConnell and 

wife Jennifer had 

the opportunity to 

visit the sites of 

one of their favorite movies: “A River Runs Through 

It.” The movie tells the true story of a Presbyterian Min-

ister’s two sons growing up in 1920s Montana.  

Pictured above left is Rev. McConnell posing by a memorial to Dr. Norman 

McClean, the inspiration for the movie. Right is the house portrayed in the movie. 
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In Our Church 

Amanda and Sean Hacket have lived in Manhattan for 

eight years. Amanda and Sean were attracted to First           

Presbyterian because of the children’s programming. 

Amanda operates her own day care and Sean works at Fire-

stone Tires in Junction City. 

Kirk Provine is joining his fiancé, Taylor Manges, as a 

member of First Presbyterian. Kirk has lived in      Manhat-

tan for two years and was brought to the area through the       

military. He currently works at the Riley County Public 

Works.  

Robbie Collins, husband of Pastor Kati Collins, comes to 

First          Presbyterian from their previous church in Saint 

Paul, Nebraska.    Robbie works at GTM Sportswear and 

the couple have now been Manhattan residents for one year. 

Robbie was attracted to the congregation because of their 

giving and caring nature. 

Ron and Christine     Wilson, as well as their 

four children. come to First Presbyterian from 

a local church. Ron is the director of the Huck 

Boyd National Institute for Rural Development 

at Kansas State University and Christine works 

at Flint Hills Real Estate and Lazy T Ranch.  
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Vacation Bible School 2016! 
Join us mornings, June 6-10 for a fun 

week of  Vacation Bible School! We 

will have a lot of fun learning about 

Jesus and the Bible through songs, 

games and stories.  

Interested in volunteering? We would 

love to have you! Check out the       

welcome table or your weekly bulletins 

for sign up information. 

Kids and Youth Needed! 
Presby kids and youth are needed as Acolytes for Sunday services. Younger 

children will carry the bible and older elementary through high school will 

light candles. If you are interested, please contact Shiloh Vick at                

785-313-8286. 

 

Upcoming Events 
4/3– 3rd Grade Bibles 

Presentation 

 

4/8– April Parents’ 

Night Out: Mad Hatter’s 

Tea Party 

 

4/16– Pitching Camp 

 

5/7-Mother’s Day Tea 

and Fashion Show 

 

5/15– Last day of    

Sunday school 

End of year P2 camp 

fire cook-out 
 

6/6-10– Vacation Bible 

School 

 

6/11- Father’s Day   

outing 

 

6/20-23-Art camp 

 February 20-April 30 

Saturday mornings from 

9:30-11:00 a.m. 

Boys and girls ages 4-6. 

$15- 9 sessions. 

To register and view 

schedule, visit www.firstpresmanhattan.com or 

contact Tamera Garibay at twgaribay@gmail.com 

or 785-236-0955. 

There is still time to sign up! The clinic continues 

until the end of April. 

April 8 from 6:00-9:00 p.m. 

RSVP by Monday, April 4th 

 

We will embark on a journey through table     

manners and proper etiquette in preparation for 

our Mother's Day tea in May. Not coming to the 

Mother's Day tea? It's ok....a 

good etiquette lesson and a night 

of curious fun never hurt        

anyone!  
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Summer Camps Are Coming! 

 

This year we have camps for kids of all ages! This summer, we have: 

 

April 16- “Pitching Camp” for grades 3rd-5th  led by Scott Voos 

May 25th- “Tap Camp Extravaganza!” National Tap Day is May 25th and Julie 

Pentz will be leading tappers of all ages. 

June 20-23- “Basketball Camp” for grades 3rd-6th  led by Sarah Wenger,     

Manhattan Christian College’s Women’s Basketball Coach. 

June 17-18- “Cheer Camp”- Damian Hilton will be cheering us on with a 

“Cheer Camp” for individuals ages 7 to 100! 

June 20-23- “Art Camp” with Micky Jensen for 4th-8th grades. 

July 26-29- “Music Camp” with Steve and Susan Maxwell for ages Pre-K-6th 

grade. 

 

If you would like more information on the camps or would like to register, go to: 

 

http://www.firstpresmanhattan.com/children/2016-summer-

camps/ 

 

Hope to see you at camp, 

 

Tamera Garibay 

twgaribay@gmail.com 

I Do Not Like Green Eggs and Ham! 
Little Kids’ Morning Out had a birthday party for Dr. Seuss, the beloved   

children’s author. The kids celebrated by snacking on green eggs and         

pancakes (pictured below) and each made a Lorax, a character from Seuss’s 

book “The Lorax.”  
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Lent and Holy Week 

Lent and Holy week of 2016 have been both busy and exciting! Our annual Lenten 

Lunches featured exciting speakers such as Dr. Steve Short, KSU Football Coach 

Bill Snyder and Lyle Butler. Lunch attendees were also treated to a performance 

by the Church Ladies: Mary Louise Stahl, Kati Collins, and Joan Nelson (pictured 

bottom right). 

Holy Week kicked off with Palm Sunday, during which the Presby KIDS were 

given palms to wave as they walked down the aisle symbolizing the palms that 

were laid before    Jesus as he rode into  Jerusalem. The sanctuary was decorated 

throughout the week and The Way 

of the Cross: Prayer Walk and 

Experience was available. The 

Walk allowed people to follow 

prayer stations as a Roman, a Jew, 

or a follower of Christ. It creatively 

allowed participants to consider 

what Jesus went through during the 

time of his arrest,    persecution and 

death. Pictured top right is the sta-

tion representing washing away the 

sins we cause to one another. 

Finally, Easter was celebrated with a Sunrise service, Youth Mission Trip     

Fundraiser brunch, and the World’s Greatest Easter Egg Hunt! Pictured at the top 

are Presby KIDS getting ready to open their collection of eggs! 

http://www.firstpresmanhattan.com/children/2016-summer-camps/
http://www.firstpresmanhattan.com/children/2016-summer-camps/
mailto:twgaribay@gmail.com
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Youth and College 
Youth Summer Mission Trip  
     July 17th-23rd 

Our youth will be traveling to Eureka Springs for a Mission Trip in the Ozarks! T

hey will be working alongside other youth from across the country to improve low

er income housing with projects such as roofing, building wheelchair ramps and p

ainting. Thank you, Charles and Janet Stark, for volunteering to join our adult        

leadership team for the trip! All participants will have a chance to meet one anoth-

er and build our team before we go on the following training dates: Sunday, May 

15 at 4:30pm and Sunday, 26th at 4:30pm. 

     A huge thank you to our congregation for the great support you have 

shown our youth over the last year and especially on Easter  Sunday 

Morning! We added a special opportunity for people to donate to our 

youth mission trip and this will help our kids have an impact in another 

community and come back to have one here! There are still several 

seats open, so grab an information form outside Pastor Kati’s office ASAP.  

9-9 LOCK-IN  
APRIL 8th get ready to party in the church! We’ll have a Lock-in 

from 9pm to 9am for all youth from 7th grade to 12th grade. Friends 

are encouraged, but they will need a permission form, available from 

Youth Leader, Erin Koolman. Adventurous male adult volunteers 

needed!   

2016 PNK Youth Rally 
In early March, First Presbyterian was host to Presbyterian youth from across 

North East Kansas for the annual Spring Youth Rally! 

The kids were treated to KSU Football coach Bill Snyder as their key note speaker! 

Breaking out! 
Cornerstone youth group had a blast at their Locked 

Manhattan trip in March! While locked in a room, 

the group had to solve a number of puzzles in under 

an hour in order to escape.  

Time got away from the group and they found    

themselves wishing for 15 minutes more.              

Fortunately, they were allowed to escape the room! 
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You’re Invited! 

Attn: Hungry College Students 
The next FPC College lunch will be Sunday, April 3rd, following the 

10:30am Worship Service. We are also trying to schedule an end of the year 

cookout, so come on April 3rd and help us plan!  

 

Grandma’s House continues to meet Wednesdays 11:30am-1pm at ECM. 

Any K-state student or staff or FPC church member are welcome for a home 

cooked meal and yummy desserts! Pastor Kati has been organizing our 

church’s       participation. We will be providing the meal for April 6th.  

Presby Players Celebrate their first season!  
This spring several adults and youth of our church came together to form a new 

music ensemble called, Presby Players. Their first concert was part of a 

Good Friday worship experience 

open to the community. The players 

enjoyed learning from one another 

and making beautiful music. This 

group will begin again in Septem-

ber. Interested players can inquire 

on our church website under the 

Music Tab.   

Pictured top left to right: Shelley 

Manges, Rod Manges, Susana Vick, 

Zach Paquette, Betty Chatham,   

Rev. Kati Collins, Shana Lander, 

Susan Schoneweis. 


