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Jingle Bell Run 2015
Jingle Bell Run 2015 was
a huge success! Over 300
runners and walkers came
out to support Katie’s
Way and enjoy
exercising, fellowship
and digging into some of Coco Bolo’s delicious tacos!
Pictured are some of our participants dressed in their best
Jingle Bell run gear.
(785-537-0518)
www.firstpresmanhattan.com
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Deacons a Powerful Force Behind First Presbyterian’s Ministries and Missions

Coming Up Next...

Every fourth Monday of the month at 6:30
p.m. the Board of Deacons gathers in the
chapel to discuss and plan a great majority of
the ministries and missions of First
Presbyterian. Led in 2015 by Chairman Bob
Mertz (pictured bottom right) the board
accomplishes an astounding number of
Rev. McConnell
programs and activities. In addition, the
meetings are marked by warm fellowship and good humor, including home-made
desserts, which, alone, are enticements to come to the meetings! But consider the
extent of the Deacons’ outreach:
-Planning programs for Friday Fellowship
-Bridge Builders-providing friendships for elderly members in need of
companionship
-Planning monthly retirement services at Stoney Brook and Homestead retirement
facilities
-Food Pantry-recruiting and organizing Friday Food Pantry volunteers
-Meadowlark transportation-providing rides to church for residents in need of
transportation
-Community education-organizing special projects for USD 383 schools
-Coordinating monthly Deacons’ Offerings, offerings of which help the needy in our
community
-Funeral and Memorial Service meals—organizing food and volunteers
-Hospital visits
-Special Hospitality-organizing meals for families of newborns or for those in
special circumstances of need
-Coordinate weekly community outreach dinners and breakfasts, involving over 100
volunteers
-Plan Fourth of July Ice Cream Social
-Organize and coordinate annual Backpack Program in
connection with USD 383 schools
-Coordinate Christmas “Winter Warmth” program in
connection with Head Start
-Prepare and deliver Christmas baskets to the elderly
-Plan and organize “Ladies Night Out”
-Plan and coordinate “Deacons Dinner” to follow the
Christmas pageant
Bob Mertz

(Continued on page 3)
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Happy January Birthdays!

The Men’s Breakfast is held monthly on the third Thursday
of each month from 7-8 AM in Fisher Hall.
The January Men’s Breakfast will be held on Thursday,
January 21 from 7 AM to 8 AM. Our speaker will be the
Superintendent of Schools at Manhattan-Ogden USD 383
Bob Shannon (pictured right). He will share and discuss
education issues facing our local school system.
Please join us for this interesting talk!

Blood Drive
First Presbyterian Church will have a blood drive on January 17,
2016. Please contact Tamera Garibay at 785-236-0955 for an
appointment.
Note: The password for the online church directory is Proverbs2 .
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What do you believe about the Christmas story? What
parts of it do you believe really happened? To believe
it could have happened “just as the angels’ said,” you
must have the spiritual gift of creative imagination.
This special power enables you to believe that God can
do the impossible and bring light into dark places,
bring hope where there is none. Children remember
how to do this well, but the more disappointment we
face, the harder it is to conjure up this ability.
If you believe the stories are myths created to bring
depth to the identity of Christ as the early Christians evangelized new followers,
how does this impact your faith in the sovereignty and supernatural power of
God? Does the nativity look more like a Christmas movie about Santa Claus or
do you still discover hope and a calling to believe when you hear the shepherds
tale? In today’s world, every kid with a cell phone can be a fact checker. You
don’t have to have a doctorate in ancient history to research for writings about
the birth of Jesus or the history of Christmas. What we do need is the spiritual
gift of and instruction on interpretation. How do we interpret the facts that we
find? What do these facts mean for our lives and, more importantly, our faith?
This has been our journey of exploration as we listened to the stories about
Jesus’ mother—Mary, his visitors—the shepherds and the magi, the angels, and
the foretelling of Jesus’ return. Join us for our final two sessions on Jan. 3 and
10th at 9:15pm in Fisher Hall. We’ll take a look at Creation as well as
Ecclesiastes 3, and we’ll continue to consider the connection of heart, mind and
soul as we listen to more stories behind the stories of our faith.

A Gift in Remembrance
First Presbyterian received a replacement of the
Blue Spruce Evergreen at the 8th Street main
entrance. It is given in loving memory of
long-time church member and dear friend, Ann
McDonald.
Given by Carolyn Knostman-Bowers, Sue
Klingler, Mary Alice Schlesener, and Kay
Weigel.
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The word, deacon, has its roots in the Greek word, diakonos, which means
servant. These particular deacons serve in a phenomenal way, and I know that I
am personally proud of their hard work, their conscientiousness, and their great
spirit. Next time you see a deacon give him or her a special thanks (see list
below)!
Faithfully,
Cam

Class of 2015
Ray Coffey
Dave Davis
Jan Gibbs
Karen Davis
Micky Jensen
Matt Kirby
Nancy Muturi
Stacey Montgomery

Class 2016
Rae Anderson
Adam Bowen
Larry Bowers
Micah Hydeman
Whitney Hydeman
Claudia Voos
Pat Ekart

Class of 2017
Joan Burton
Sheila Fortney
Bob Mertz
Judy Rayl
Susan Schoneweis
Brian Whitesell
Haley Wilson
Michael Wilson
Scott Voos

Mission and Outreach
Crunching the Numbers
During the month of November, we served
101 dinners and 167 breakfasts. We also
distributed 41 brownbag lunches.
Our Community Dinners take place on
Tuesday evenings from 6:00-6:45 p.m. and the
Community Breakfasts on Wednesday
mornings from 7:30-8:15 a.m.
Average attendance at dinner is 35-40 and for
breakfasts is 20-25.
Including December, our estimated total meals
for the year are 1,240 Breakfasts, 600 sack
lunches and 2,211 dinners with a grand total of
4,051 meals served to our Community
neighbors in 2015!

Food Pantry News
In November, our Food
Pantry served 56 adults, 36
children, and 2 elderly. We
partner with the Flint Hills
Breadbasket to
help those in
our
community
who are food
insecure.
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The 2015 Jingle Bell Run results are in! This year we had a record breaking
number of participants. Over 300 people participated in the 5k and the 1.5 mile
walk/run. The evening was spectacular and the weather was
wonderful. Christmas lights were glistening and carolers were singing as
participants ran and walked through the Festival of Lights in Blue Earth Plaza all
for the benefit of “Katie’s Way”.
Thank you to all that participated.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Tamera Garibay
To All the Jingle Bell Run Volunteers,
I would like to thank all of the volunteers that helped with the success of this
year’s Jingle Bell Run. I appreciate all the work that everyone put into the
race. The cookie bakers, the course marshals, the registration ladies and the
kitchen elves. You all made it happen. I couldn’t have done it without all of
you. Thank you so much for helping!
Merry Christmas!
Tamera Garibay
To My Family - Enrique, Wesley and Raul,
Thank you for all the support you have provided to me as we wrap up our most
successful Jingle Bell Run ever. You have all been there for the last 8 years to
help me with these events. You each played a vital role in both the Freedom 5k
and the Jingle Bell Run events. I appreciate and love you all.
Thank you for being such a supportive family,
Tamera/Mom
To Our Church Family - On behalf of the Mertz families, we extend our
heartfelt gratitude for all the many ways you ministered to us these past weeks.
The cards you sent and the prayers you lifted were most appreciated. The funeral
dinner for Harold was wonderful and we thank the Deacons for their service. We
also extend our thanks to Rev. Cam for the visits he made to see Harold in his
final days and the very touching funeral he officiated. We are grateful to belong
to such a caring congregation. Jeanne Mertz, Bob and Mary Mertz
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Groceries for God
Use your grocery shopping trips to help our youth raise funds
for their annual ski and mission trips! Simply register your
Dillon's Plus Card online and you will automatically start
earning rewards for First Presbyterian on qualifying
purchases! For more details about the program and directions
on how to sign up, visit our website! If you are already
enrolled in the program, you must re-enroll after January 1 in
order for purchases throughout 2016 to credit First Presbyterian.

Instrumentalists Wanted!
Our youth had a great time playing their
instruments in the Christmas Pageant!
Pastor Kati is looking for some interested
instrumentalists to play alongside our youth
and help us start a youth and adult civic
orchestra in our church. Please contact her
by phone or email if you are interested in
playing or helping organize this new
outreach group of our church.
Pictured Left: Cornerstone youth
elves and friends dressed to
impress at the Jingle Bell Run! In
support of Kati’s Way, our youth
went as fast as they could around
the Jingle Bell track to hurry back
to Presby Place for Coco Bolos’
delicious tacos!
College Ministries
This December our college
students celebrated the semester
with a beautiful Christmas
dinner, thanks to Ann Coulson!
They all give a special thank you
to the membership committee for
the 36 Finals Survival Bags.
These bags had inspirational notes, munchies, a generous Radina's gift card, and
more! We love our college students!
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Youth and College

In Our Church
Our congratulations to Coach Bill Snyder for his induction to
the College Football Hall of Fame in New York last month.
Coach Snyder became only the fourth active coach in the
history of college football to be inducted into the College
Football Hall of Fame.

Session December Highlights

Thank you to all of those who let our elves wrap your gifts to help raise funds for
the ski trip! We’re miles closer to sharing in this fun, team building and bonding
event for our youth! Pictured above: Susana Vick, Briana Dowling and Virginia
Currie wrapping gifts.
We have 8 youth registered for the ski trip and we’ve got room
for a few more! So if you know any youth who want to go, tell
them to contact Pastor Kati immediately! We’ll be traveling to
Leadville, Colorado January 15th-18th, so keep us in your
prayers, encourage our youth to invite some friends, and
remember to ask them how it went later this month!
Who: You! Everyone in the church is invited to walk through and see what we’ve
been up to! Financial supporters as well as interested parents and volunteers can
come ask questions and see some of the fruits of our renovation.
What: We’ll have our youth leaders, appetizers and a wish list available, where
you can find out how you can help us fill in the gaps.
When: Sunday, January 10th at 11:30am (following the 10:30am service)
Where: Come explore our newly renovated youth room which is just south of the
balcony area of the Sanctuary.
Youth Group will resume January 24th: 6pm Open courts
and hang out; 6:30pm Cornerstone
Small groups will resume January 13th: 5:30pm Middle
School; 7:30pm Senior High
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-Session members gathered for a Christmas reception where they enjoyed the
spirit and the fellowship of the season.
-Rev. McConnell reported that a preaching series on the Gospel of Mark will
begin the Sunday after Christmas.
-Membership Committee provided a review of the last year's activities.
-Report was made on the Mission Committee's plan to support a regional seminar
for Presbyterian pastors and lay leaders in an effort to increase the witness and
the effectiveness of the Presbyterian Church USA
-A report on the deacon's ministry of food baskets, which distributed over 30
Christmas food baskets to members of the congregation on December 12.

Brian and Rebecca Thomason---Brian is the
owner and CEO of the Blue Valley Network of Companies. Rebecca is a former
elementary teacher. They both cited the
open and welcoming atmosphere of First
Presbyterian as a primary reason to join the
Fred and Kathy Wilson--Fred is a retired
professor of Animal Physiology at K-State
and Kathy is a retired registered nurse. They
have one grown child. They cited music and
community outreach as reasons they were
attracted to First Presbyterian. Kathy is the
sister of member, Bob Swenson.
Fani Dieker--Fani works in the Manhattan
Virtual Academy program in USD 383. She
has three children, Kayla, Carson, and
Emma. Fani and member, Andy Wefald, will
be married at First Presbyterian this March.
She cites the welcoming spirit of First
Presbyterian as an important reason for her
joining.
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What a month for Presby KIDS! The Mayor’s Lighted
Christmas Parade kicked off the month on December 4th,
and parents and children alike enjoyed Parents’ Day Out
on December 12th. We had a fantastic children’s
Christmas pageant on December 13th and Christmas
caroling in the park on December 15th! There’s nothing
like the Christmas spirit to get everyone together to
celebrate friends and family!
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On behalf of the Children’s Ministry Team, we want
to thank all of the volunteers who worked tirelessly,
sharing their gifts to ensure our Children's Pageant
weekend was a wonderful experience for all! Thank
you to all who constructed props, sewed costumes, set
-up and took down, and those who helped backstage.
Thank you to the Children's Ministry Renovation
Team for providing our rehearsal pizza party meal
and to the Deacons for, yet again, a most fantastic
post-pageant dinner!
Shiloh Vick, Director of Children’s Ministries
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