THE
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
Letter from the Pastor
On the desk in our home where we have made a space for study sits a very small item that
has travelled with the Pittman family for nearly two decades: a shell casing. But it is not just
any shell casing. This one is special. Being neither a gun owner nor a gun-enthusiast or
advocate, I cannot say from what type or caliber of gun this casing has come. I cannot say
who manufactured it. And I certainly cannot tell you who fired it.
What I can tell you is that I received it as a gift on World Communion Sunday,
during the Peace and Global Witness Offering (then simply called the
“Peacemaking Offering”), as a reminder of our call as disciples to the ministry
of peacemaking and reconciliation. This shell casing, you see, was picked up
from the ground by a woman in a war-torn African nation who cleaned and
transformed it into a small, brass cross. And somehow it made its way to me
in a small town in Iowa in my first years as a Minister of Word and Sacrament.
It is precious to me; a visceral reminder of the transformative power of God to
turn the cross of Christ from an instrument of death, despair, suffering, and
shame into a symbol of victory, life, peace, reconciliation, hope, and love.
This month, on October 3, we observe both World Communion Sunday and the
Peace and Global Witness Offering of the PC(USA). World Communion Sunday
is a day which began in the 1930s among Presbyterian churches in America
and by 1940 had spread to churches around the world celebrating our “oneness” in Christ with all our
Christian brothers and sisters. The Peace and Global Witness Offering supports the peacemaking and
reconciliation ministries of our local congregation…and of the PC(USA) throughout the world.
In short: it is an important day!
Continued on page 2...

World Communion Sunday serves as a tangible reminder to us all that we (local congregations) are not
islands unto ourselves. Rather, we are part of the much larger body of Jesus Christ around the world that is
dedicated to the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven as we know it revealed in and through Jesus himself.
“Communion” is not just with the folks with whom we happen to be sharing a pew on Sunday mornings. It
is a communion with the Lord of Heaven and Earth, who calls us to share what we have with brothers and
sisters in need—most of whom we’ll never meet face to face, much like the sister in Africa whose creation
has affected me so much over such a vast distance and time.
The Peace and Global Witness Offering of the PC(USA) enables the church to promote Christ’s ministry of
peace by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Individual congregations are
encouraged to use up to 25% of the offering for peacemaking in our context. Additionally, 25% of the total
offering collected in our presbytery and synod is retained for peacemaking in our larger region. The
remaining 50% is used by the denomination in its work for peace and justice here in our own culture, and
around the world, through projects of education and Christian witness. I encourage you to give generously
to this PC(USA) Special Offering, so that others may know the Peace of Christ, and his ministry of
reconciliation and justice. People may never know your name or face, but they will know the ministry of
Christ in and through you. Like our sister in Africa, I will never know her name or face, but I know the love
of Christ, and his call to peacemaking through her witness, and the small but powerful symbol of God’s
transforming love that she fashioned from a shell casing most certainly meant for something other than
love of one’s neighbor.
Such a small, but precious thing. And so is our witness in this world as Christ’s disciples. Big, flashy displays
have never been the norm. But small, intentional acts of love, peace, hospitality, sharing, justice, mercy,
compassion, and hope are what have made (and continue to make) Christ’s reign known.
May the peace of Christ be with you all as the days unfold and we join our witness with the countless saints
who have come and gone before us, and walk alongside us today—a worldwide communion pointing
beyond ourselves to the One who makes all things new.
Peace,

Pastor Jason

WELCOME OUR
NEW CHOIR
SCHOLARSHIP
STUDENTS!
Back row left to right: Ryan Hernandez
(Yukon, OK), Brahm Berry (Rowland
Park, KS), Joseph Pierce (Overland Park,
KS). Front row: Natalie Hamilton
(Girard, KS), Sydney VanDyck (St. Joseph,
MO), Payton Boldt (Omaha, NE).

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Friday Fellowship for All | October 22, 11:00 a.m.
Guest Speaker: Mike Wilson, Director of Mobility Management of the Flinthills: Interactive and
handouts
Lunch to follow at 11:45 a.m. Please RSVP by calling the church office at (785) 537-0518 or by email
at deirdre@firstpresmanhattan.com.
RSVP by Wednesday, October 20th
Cost: $7.00/per meal
For more information, contact Marti Meek at martim@yahoo.com

Memorial Service for Laura Varney
The memorial service for Laura E. Varney will be held at 10:30 a.m. on November 5,
2021 in the Church Sanctuary. Open to general public with masks required for
unvaccinated persons. Lunch served in Presby Place immediately following the
service.

CALL FOR STEWARDSHIP
SIGHTINGS

Each month a “Stewardship Sighting” will be shared in the Church
newsletter. We invite you to participate by submitting to the Church
office an occurrence of stewardship that you have witnessed. Remember,
an act of a steward is defined as “a person/disciple who acknowledges
their many unique, God-given gifts and in gratitude, responds
intentionally and continually with time, talent, and/or treasures as an
expression of one’s faith.”
To submit a “Stewardship Sighting,” write a description of the act you have witnessed. The good steward
does not need to be a member of our church. You may sign your name as witness to the stewardship
sighted or you may submit the sighting anonymously.
We are surrounded by acts of stewardship. Please help us highlight and celebrate these incidents. Our
goal is to receive “Stewardship Sightings” throughout the year.
When submitting your “Stewardship Sighting,” please keep the following in mind:

•

Prepare a correct, concise, and complete submission. (Your submission will not be edited for
correctness by the Church office.)

•

Target 100-300 words for your description of the stewardship act.

•

The deadline is the 2nd Wednesday of each month (this will recur every month and will not change
from month to month).

•

Email your submission to Stacy Markley, Communication Coordinator
stacy@firstpresmanhattan.com

STEWARDSHIP SIGHTING
This summer, many of us have worshiped outside in Friendship Park on Sunday mornings at
8:30. Giving thanks with friends of the Presbyterian Family in God’s sanctuary has truly been a
blessing. The magic and brilliance of the service
is highlighted by the music brought to us by our
choir members and accompanists. To make this
possible, Doug “Chappie” Chapman sets up his
equipment so that his guitar playing and the
choir is amplified for all to hear.
Help us recognize Chappie’s stewardship by
thanking him for his dedicated service!

The Stewardship Committee

Your Membership Committee is
evaluating the possibility of reviving
PDC in 2022! We are considering some

new safety guidelines and will of
course monitor closely the CDC, State
and local recommendations. Please
watch and listen for updates! If you
have any questions, please contact
Virginia Binkleman at (785) 539-4762
or 2benks@sbcglobal.net

SCRIPTURES FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER
Sunday, October 3rd: Genesis 2:18-24 and Psalms 8; Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16
Sunday, October 10th: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 and Psalms 90:12-17; Hebrews 4:12-16, 2:5-12; Mark
10:17-31
Sunday, October 17th: Isaiah 53:4-12 and Psalms 91:9-16; Hebrews 5:1-10, 2:5-12; Mark 10:35-45
Sunday, October 24th: Jeremiah 31:7-9 and Psalms 126; Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 10:46-52
Sunday, October 31st: Deuteronomy 6:1-9 and Psalms 119:1-8; Hebrews 9:11-14; Mark 12:28-34

OCTOBER CALENDAR

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

10/04 Sheree Dockins
10/05 Richard Williams
10/06 Janet Schlotzhauer

10/06 Edna Williams
10/07 Bill Snyder
10/08 Fred Rothwell
10/10 Byron Alexander
10/11 Bruce McMillan
10/13 Micah Hydeman
10/13 Tami Feldkamp
10/15 Sally Lansdowne
10/20 Rosalie Thompson
10/20 Tim Norris
10/21 Jackie Macdonald
10/23 Wade Radina

10/23 Brian Ellis
10/23 Matt Paquette
10/24 Andy Wefald
10/24 Sheila Fortney
10/26 Joleen Hill
10/26 Philip Thompson
10/28 Linda Schottler
10/28 Paul Dittmar
10/30 Shannon Shilling
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