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Summer Fun!
First Presbyterian Church will be hosting a number of camps and activities this summer for both kids and families.
From Vacation Bible School to sports and music camps to Sunday Brunches, this summer will be packed with
times for fun and fellowship!

Vacation Bible School 2015
Vacation Bible School 2015 will be June 8th-12th from
9:00 a.m-12:00 p.m. Children will have the opportunity to
make new friends, do experiments, play games, eat delicious
snacks, learn new songs, and have exciting adventures! Groups
for kids ages 3 years to 6th grade will be available. To register,
visit our website at www.firstpresmanhattan.com! Questions?
Contact Andrea Higgins at andidhiggins@hotmail.com or call
the church office.

Articles for June HEADLINE NEWS will be due on May 21.

Crunching the Numbers
During the month of March, we served 183 dinners
and 81 breakfasts. We have also distributed 57
brownbag lunches.
Our Community Dinners take place on Tuesday evenings from 6:00-6:45
p.m. and the Community Breakfasts on Wednesday mornings from
7:30-8:15 a.m.
Average attendance at the dinner is 35-40 and for the breakfasts is 20-25.

Food Pantry
News
In March, our Food
Pantry served 56
adults, 37 children,
and 7 elderly. We partner with the
Flint Hills Breadbasket to help those in
our community who are food insecure.

Dear First Presbyterian Church,
Each Sunday we pray for one of our sister churches in the Northern Kansas Presbytery. On this glorious Easter
Sunday and as we shout “He is Risen,” we prayed for the members, ministry and mission of First Presbyterian
church of Manhattan. May the light of Christ shine through you.
Grace and Peace, Trinity Presbyterian Church

Music Camp 2015
Music Camp will take place May 26th-29th from
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Children will also be hosting
Youth Sunday on May 31st. Music Camp will offer
kids the opportunity learn about vocal and instrumental
music. There will be activities for age groups K-6th
grade. To register, visit www.firstpresmanhattan.com.
Questions? Contact Susan Maxwell at
susiebassoon@yahoo.com.

First Presbyterian Church presents…

Music Camp 2015!
“A Musical Workshop”

Sports Camps
First Presbyterian will be hosting soccer, basketball, and baseball camps this
summer. Children will learn about these different sports and have great fun playing
each of the sports. Please watch for more information on scheduling and
registration information.

Thank you!
Thank you for allowing us to use your facility! We have a great time of fun and fellowship, and it’s possible only by
your generosity! Thanks!
Manhattan Church Volleyball League
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Family Fun
Our traditional Ice Cream Social on July 5 and the Summer Sunday Brunches on the first Sundays of June, July
and August will also be taking place this summer. Keep your eyes open for our summer events schedule!
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Easter Sunday and Beyond

Reverend McConnell

Coming Up Next...

Easter Sunday 2015 at First Presbyterian was the biggest Easter Sunday
attendance in recent history with nearly 600 worshippers present on the
highest day of the Christian calendar. Ushers in the balcony tell me that
they had to sit on the window sills as every seat in the balcony was filled at
the 10:30 service. With the triumphant sounds of the choir, brass, timpani,
and cymbals in the sanctuary, along with a beautiful setting for the Sunrise
Service in Friendship Park; a delicious Easter breakfast serving almost 140;
a park filled with children, parents, and a thousand Easter eggs prepared by
the congregation, and a beautiful day to boot--- it was an Easter to
remember at First Presbyterian.

Happy May Birthdays!

This momentum is now setting the stage for what we hope to be the biggest Mother’s Day ever at First Presbyterian
(May 10)! The day when we honor moms has historically been a significant day in the life of the church. Mothers and
their family photos are shown and the worship services pay special tribute to the importance of mothers. Mark your
calendars for this great day! In addition, we are preparing for a great children’s Music Camp beginning May 26 and
continuing through May 29 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., led by Susan and Steve Maxwell, followed by Vacation
Bible School the week of June 8th from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., led by Andrea Higgins. The halls and the parks of
First Presbyterian will be filled with joy, laughter, and song the last week of May and the first week of June!
And, finally, it’s a delight to have Kati Collins on board as our new interim associate pastor. Kati’s main
responsibilities will include: mid-high and senior high youth ministry, along with college and young adult ministry. If
you haven’t already had the opportunity, please welcome Kati and her husband, Robbie to First Presbyterian and to
Manhattan!
Faithfully,
Cam
Thank you!
The Stewardship and Mission Committee of P.N.K. wishes to thank all of you for your generous support of the
mission and ministry of the PCUSA in 2014.
Your contribution of $25,000.00 helps us all stay connected as the PCUSA continues to be the Body of Christ
throughout the world, through our local churches, our Presbytery, our Synod and the General Assembly. Together we
are able to do so much more!
Thank you again for your generosity in giving!
Presbytery of Northern Kansas Stewardship and Mission Committee

Prayer Groups and Fellowship
Friday Fellowship will be held on May 22, 2015 at 11:00 a.m. Lunch will follow. Our own associate pastor Kati
Collins will be speaking about her time in the Czech Republic. Please join us for an interesting presentation and
delicious lunch!
Evening Circle will meet on May 4 at 7:00 p.m. at Judy Regehr’s house, 12051 Homestead Rd, Riley, KS. Our
co-hostess will be Jackie Macdonald. We will be covering Lesson Nine.
Morning Circle will meet May 7 at 11:00 a.m. and will be taking a tour of the new Civic Plus building. Questions?
Call Wann Towers at 776-3128.
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Mother’s Day Pictures

Blood Drive

We will be creating a PowerPoint
presentation featuring pictures of
mothers in celebration of Mother’s Day! Please turn in
pictures of mothers, grandmothers, aunts, or a person in
your life who has been a mother figure. Pictures may be
emailed to the office at
secretary@firstpresmanhattan.com or brought into the
office in person. Please include the names of everyone in
your picture. Pictures are due BY MAY 5th.

First Presbyterian Church will have a
blood drive on May 31st. Please contact
Tamera Garibay at 785-236-0955 for an
appointment. If you cannot attend this
drive, please sign up for our next drive on
July 26th.

Men’s Breakfast
The Men’s Breakfast is held monthly on the third
Thursday of each month from 7-8 AM in Fisher Hall.

Join our Online Directory!
We are hoping to have full-church participation for our
online directory. Please go to our website,
www.firstpresmanhattan.com and enter your
information and a picture. If you need help entering
information, visit the office to fill out a hard copy of
your information and we can enter it for you. Pictures
can be also be emailed to the office
or hard copies can be scanned by
Taylor.
Thank you for your help!

The May Men’s Breakfast will be held on Thursday,
May 21. Our own Matt Paquette will be speaking about
investing. This will be the final Men’s Breakfast before
the summer. We hope to see you there!

Note: The password for the online church directory is Proverbs2 . The P must be capitalized.
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Youth and College
Greetings from Pastor Kati
What a joy it is to be finally serving with you! As I write this I have been with you for just over a week and I've
been amazed at all of the opportunities to serve and study in our faithful congregation! I am enjoying getting to
know those involved in the many ministries of our church, and I look forward to joining you in your "journey" of
faith. If you are interested or would like to volunteer to be involved with our youth, young adult and college
ministries, stop by my office or shoot me an email. I'd love to hear your ideas! Here's my new church email:
pastorkati@firstpresmanhattan.com

Pancakes and Board Games
Monday, May 11th we will have a special event for college students (and those who
love hanging out with them). Join us anytime 7pm-10pm for pancakes and a
smorgasbord of board games including Apples to Apples, Cranium, Settlers of Catan
and more. Bring your favorite game or pancake topping and share! Contact Pastor Kati
to RSVP or find out how you can help us advertise this event!

May Ignite Youth Events
Sunday, May 3rd Youth with Addie
Saturday, May 9th Girls Retreat!
Sunday, May 10th 7pm Youth with Pastor Kati and Robbie
Sunday, May 17th 5:30-8pm Cookout/in at Presby Place.
All P2 and Youth invited!
Sunday, May 24 7pm Youth with Pastor Kati and Robbie
Sunday, May 31 Youth Sunday Worship 9:15am & 10:30am

Ministry Architects Visit
We value the youth of our church, and we are committed to building a sustainable youth ministry that is going to have a deep
impact. That’s why we are developing a game plan which can help build up our disciples of today and tomorrow! We have
invited Ministry Architects to visit us at the end of June. (Learn more about them at www.ministryarchitects.com.)
Ministry Architects will spend the majority of their time listening to a variety of groups within the church through focused
listening groups. We hope to see participation in those groups from a broad spectrum of parents, volunteers, youth and people
who just love our youth.
We want your insights, your frustrations and your dreams to be heard.
After spending 2 days in these listening groups (and taking copious notes), the Ministry Architects team will hunker down to
write a report, sharing with us what they’ve heard about the youth programs – including assets, challenges, and how we
compare to youth ministries around the country – and where it seems that God might be taking us next. On June 28 at 5:00
p.m., the report will be presented to the congregation in Fisher Hall laying out
specific recommendations and a blueprint for how to move forward. We will be
scheduling listening groups from Thursday, June 25 through Saturday, June 27.
If you would like to be part of this process and have your voice heard,
please contact Pastor Kati Collins through the church office or by email at
pastorkati@firstpresmanhattan.com.

Another BIG Thanks coming from Fisher Hall kitchen!!!
Every year when I begin to plan for the six weeks of Lent menus, my mind and heart begin to fill with mixed
emotions. There are emotions of the long hours at the church – weekly grocery shopping – and all the time away
from home, family and other obligations. THEN, there are the emotions of self-satisfaction, quality time with my
church friends and colleagues, listening to the “Word of God” through the Lent services and this year – through the
musical talents of a few musicians.
I want to take this opportunity to THANK the two Ladies Circles and the Wednesday morning Bible Study group for
their volunteering and their labor of love! I do so look forward to working with each group of ladies. They all bring
so much to the preparation and delivery of each meal.
Other THANKS to those ladies that helped multiple times and to those ladies that are so faithful in helping me with
most of the church meals. Not sure they know how to say “no!”
Maundy Thursday dinner, we hosted 92 guests. I had the greatest volunteers, starting at 9:30 that morning
(Eloise Brown, Cinda Vogel and Mary Vestweber). Another group of volunteers came at 4:30 and stayed through
clean-up: only being able to listen to the service thru the kitchen intercom. Volunteers included Tom Dunn, Judy
Weaver, Judy and Jan Rayl, Mary Vestweber, Alice and Dean Armburst.
Easter Brunch - WOW – 139 people came through the buffet line starting at 7:45 a.m. BIG thanks to Matt Kirby and
Marian Layman who joined Tom and me on Saturday afternoon to assemble 95 breakfast burritos. A special
THANKS to the early risers, Jeff and Kim Smith and Mary VanderPol who came in at 7:00 a.m. to help get the
buffet started. Throughout the morning, the kitchen was filled with so much enthusiasm and energy, it was
fabulous!! New kitchen volunteers included Karen and Dave Davis , Sylvia and John Hollis , Judy Rayl and her
granddaughter from KC and yes, faithful Eloise Brown. What a FUN time we all had together!!!
THANKS to the NEW men and women that helped for the first time this year. I am blessed to have this position
because of all the friendships that are made in the kitchen! God Bless my church family –
Sue Bath-Dunn, Church Hostess

Please remember in your prayers John and Mary Lawrence Currie and their
family on the recent passing of John's father, Dr. John L. Currie II.

A Message from Health Ministries
Women are often called upon to be the organizers, caretakers, and employees. Unfortunately, while accomplishing
these tasks, women forget the most important tasks of a healthy life- balance and self-care. You probably
intellectually understand the importance of annual checkups and health screenings, but often find excuses to ignore
health issues because of the belief that caring for others is more important. In order to have the energy to care for
others, it is important that you practice wholistic self-care. This means taking the time to rest, enjoy friends, and care
for self.
Caring for the mind, spirit, and relationships through hobbies, meditation, morning devotions, lunch with friends, date
or family night with a spouse or family will establish balance and stability. These activities will result in lower blood
pressure, peace of mind, greater enjoyment of family, and renewed energy to tackle the difficulties of life.
(Source and for more information: National Women’s Health Resource Center www.healthywomen.org)
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Easter Festivities

Talented Musicians
Our Sunday services would not be
the same without the talented
musicians performing each week.
Pictured left are students from
Kansas State University. These
students receive scholarships from
our Music Guild to be a part of the
Chancel Choir First Presbyterian.
Pictured right is our organist
Stephen Kucera. We thank these
young people who devote their
time and energy to making
beautiful music for our church.

Easter Sunday 2015 was exciting and fun for all. The Easter brunch served over 140 attendees and the kids had a
great time at the Easter egg hunt. We would like to thank our volunteers and staff for making this happen!

Open House
Parents’ Night Out
Friday, May 8 6:00-9:00 p.m.
We welcome parents to participate in
Parents’ Night Out by putting your
children in our capable hands while
you go on a date night, run some late
night errands, or any other activity of
your choosing! Our theme this month
is May Flowers! We will be planting
flowers and need to know how many
pots and seeds to buy so please RSVP
By Wednesday, May 6 in the
narthex. $3 for one child or $5 for a family.
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Our Children’s Education wing has been
undergoing renovations for the past few months.
New floors have been laid, walls have received a
new coat of paint, and there are now murals
decorating the walls.
Please join us between services on May 3 to tour
the new classrooms. Classrooms will also be open
after the 10:30 service with
cookies available to celebrate
our new décor!
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