
Sunday, May 1 We find ourselves giving thanks and praise to God for the faith development of our 
young people; how they grow in grace and knowledge and fear of the Lord. And on this day we award 
Bibles to the youngest among us, that they might continue to feast on God’s word. We pray that their 
lives would continue to unfold and reveal the Life of the World himself, Jesus Christ. We'll also recognize 
graduates on this day and give thanks to God for their witness among us as they enter into this next 
season of life and ministry in Christ's name. 
 
Thursday, May 5 is what is known as the National Day of Prayer. It began 70 year’s ago on April 17 
(Easter, this year) as a bill by Senator Frank Carlson of Kansas, that the President of the United States 
was to set aside an appropriate day each year, other than Sunday, as a National Day of Prayer. It wasn’t 
until 1988 that the first Thursday in May was designated as this day, by law. It took another ten years to 
be decreed, by law, that “The President shall issue each year a proclamation designating the first 
Thursday in May as a National Day of Prayer on which the people of the United States may turn to God 
in prayer and meditation at churches, in groups, and as individuals.” Prayers for our nation and its well-
being, for those who govern and lead, for those who call this nation home, and not just for our nation 
but for those nations and peoples all around the world who are part of God’s creation, too, are called 
for – by law! I might not agree with every law that is passed, but this is one I can wholeheartedly get 
behind. And I hope you’ll join me in prayer throughout the day for this nation, and world, to know the 
transforming love of God in Jesus Christ, and to follow where the Prince of Peace leads. The scripture 
lifted up as a “focus” for this years day of prayer comes from Colossians 2:6-7: As you therefore have 
received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him and 
established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.  
 
Sunday, May 8 We come to the second Sunday of the month, with the annual observance of Mother’s 
Day. But did you know that it wasn’t always called “Mother’s 
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May is a marvelous month…and not just for our young people who finish out their school 

year this month! May is the month that we here at First Presbyterian Church spend a great 

deal of time in prayer for one another and the world around us: prayers of thanksgiving, 

prayers of praise, prayers of intercession and supplication, and so on. And why? Because, it 

seems, there is a great deal to pray about…and prayer matters!  
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Day” (emphasis on where the apostrophe is placed – the singular possessive)? This day began not as a 
“Hallmark Holiday” to celebrate individual motherhood, but over 160 years ago it was begun as “Mothers’ 
Work Days” (see the emphasis was originally plural) as a recognition of the disproportionate toll of poverty 
mothers bore – and continue to bear – in this country. I invite you, in addition to offering prayers of thanks 
for your own mothers, to remember in prayer the plight of mothers here and around the world who still bear 
the undo burdens of economic and social poverty, but who work tirelessly for the well-being of their families, 
for justice, for equity, and for the common good. Moms are amazing! 
 
Sunday, May 15 finds us returning to a two-service schedule, with 8:30am and 10:30am services. The 
8:30am service will resume outdoors in Friendship Park, and it will be (as we’ve grown accustomed to the past 
two years) a much more informal service. It’s what we call “BYOC” (Bring Your Own Chair), and we hope to see 
you here bright and early as we worship God in the grand cathedral of creation. If it rains, or looks rather 
ominous, we’ll set up in PresbyPlace. So, mark your calendars and we’ll see you there, in word and song, 
pouring out hearts in prayer, praise, and petition, to God.  
 
Thursday, May 26 is one of the most overlooked and underappreciated days for many Protestant Christians. 
It is the day known as the “Ascension of the Lord,” and marks (as is, hopefully, obvious) the day when Jesus 
Christ physically, bodily, ascended into heaven before his disciples’ eyes (see Luke 24:36-53; Acts 1:1-14). Why 
does this day matter? Well, to put it bluntly: If Jesus didn’t ascend into heaven where he is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty, then what hope of heaven and forgiveness, of Christ’s constant intercession 
for us, do we have? If Jesus wasn’t bodily resurrected and ascended, then our faith in the Lord who rules over 
heaven and earth is quite a farce. If Jesus didn’t ascend into heaven, then we’re all just whistling in the dark. 
This is a big day for the church of Jesus Christ, and I hope you’ll join me in prayer thanking God for a 
resurrected and ascended Savior, whose ascension is a guarantee of our very selves – body and soul – being 
loved and held precious by God forever. That’s good news!  
 
Monday, May 30 is Memorial Day. And though this is a national holiday, remembering those who have died 
in armed service to this country, many of those who’ve died were first known and loved as members of 
Christ’s family. And, as with all loved ones, we remember their life and death as intimately tied to Christ’s 
own. Above the national identity, surpassing the title of “soldier,” these men and women were first known as 
“brother,” “sister,” “parent,” “child,” “friend,” and “neighbor.” As we remember our loved ones, it is with prayer 
and thanksgiving, with tears and faithful lament, that we come to God on this day and ask for the comfort, 
grace, and peace of Christ which surpasses all our understanding.  

 
Sunday, May 22 & 29 we welcome two guest pastors to lead in worship. May 22 
welcomes Rev. Thad Holcombe to Manhattan. He is an honorably retired minister in 
our presbytery, previously serving as Campus Minister through Ecumenical Campus 
Ministry at KU in Lawrence. He will be officiating at the Table as we celebrate the Lord’s 
Supper, and I’m confident that you will extend a wide welcome and the peace of Christ 
to Thad as he joins us that Sunday. May 29 welcomes Elder Alice King to Manhattan. 
She is a Certified Ruling Elder in the presbytery and preaches regularly for 
congregations all over northern Kansas. She has previously served as Pastoral 
Assistant for Oregon Trail Presbyterian Ministry (a shared ministry of congregations in 
Marysville, Blue Rapids, Frankfort, and Washington, Kansas). And I have it on good 
authority that she’s quite a spitfire in preaching! As with Rev. Holcombe, I’m certain 
you’ll welcome her with grace and joy as she leads in worship that day.  
 
And that, my friends, is a marvelously busy May! I’m grateful for the privilege it is to be 
pastor here at First Presbyterian, and even more grateful for a congregation that takes 
its privilege to pray seriously. May God bless and keep you during this continuing 
season of Easter. And may all you do be prayer to our faithful and loving God.  

Peace, 
Pastor Jason  

 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do 

not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. (Philippians 4:4-7) 



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mother’s Day Service 

Sunday, May 8th at 10:30 a.m. | Sanctuary 

 

Early Service starts May 15th! 

Every Sunday (weather permitting) at 8:30 a.m. | Friendship Park 

 

Memorial Day | May 30th 

The church office will be closed for memorial day. 

 

Pentecost | Sunday, June 5th 

Sunday, June 5 is the day of Pentecost, a great day of celebration in the church of Jesus Christ! Traditionally, 
it’s referred to as the “birthday” of the church as we recall the gifting of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples 
gathered in the Upper Room. There, they received the ability to speak in different languages and proclaim 
the good news of God’s mighty deeds of power in Jesus Christ.  

 

On this day we’ll celebrate the gifting of the Spirit through song and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. At 
the 8:30am service, join us as outdoors in Friendship Park we sing hymns of praise to God, and receive the 
sacrament. And at 10:30am join us in the sanctuary for the Lord’s Supper and a hymn sing.  

 

But wait! There’s more!  

 

The liturgical color for this day is RED. So, for those of you who wear your Sunday finest, include a red tie, 
sport coat, shoes, belt, dress, etc. For those of you who dress more casually, wear a red shirt or shorts or 
sandals! Let’s celebrate the “birthday” of the church, with song, with hearts aflame, and with even our 
clothing bearing witness to the movement of the Spirit of God among us!  

 

The Bible from Scratch: The Old Testament for Beginners | Starts Sunday, June 5th 

Beginning Sunday, June 5, and continuing for eight consecutive weeks, The Bible from Scratch: The New 
Testament for Beginners will be offered for all who want to know more about what we call “the New 
Testament.” Intended, as the title mentions, for “beginners,” even seasoned students of the Bible are 
welcome to attend, acknowledging that there’s always more to glean from these sacred texts.  

 

If you’re interested in participating in this study, please contact the church office and let us know by May 
23. Classes will meet in-person, in the chapel, on Sunday mornings from 9:30-10:20. And we hope you’ll 
take the opportunity to participate as, together, we seek to come to a great knowledge and love of God’s 
holy Word. See Pastor Jason if you have questions or would like more details! 

 

Presby Diners Club | Summer 2022 

It is time to start planning for evenings of fellowship and dining with our church family, members and 
friends of FPC. A typical gathering occurs on a Friday, Saturday or Sunday evening (week nights are OK if 
that works best for your group). It is a great opportunity to meet new people and renew old (well let’s say 
established) friendships! Guidelines and registration are enclosed! 



 

 

A Prayer for Mother’s Day: 

Today, O God, we give you thanks for the gift of parents, especially 
mothers. How blessed we are to have them to lead us and guide us, to 
comfort us and care for us, to steady us as we grow in body and spirit. We 
bless you for those who have been mothers to us, and those who are just 
beginning their journeys as mothers. Pour out your strength, your peace, 
your grace, your wisdom, and your wholeness upon these children of 
yours, that in their living and loving they may continue to show your 
motherly care for this world. Some, no doubt, come to you with heavy 
hearts on this day. Mothers have been lost, taken away from us, estranged, 
or absent altogether. For those who have suffered such a loss it is indeed 
difficult on this day. So remind us of your unending, steadfast love for your 
children: You have spoken through the prophet Isaiah (66:13) that, “As a 
mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you.” Come to us, then, O God, 
as a mother to her children. Calm and quiet us. And bring those who are in 
pain, who mourn, who grieve—peace. For you are our eternal parent who 
neither sleeps nor slumbers, but is constantly caring for your beloved 
children. This we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for 



God our Father: you led men and women to this land, and, out of conflict, 
created in us a love of peace and liberty. Have mercy, God, on the heart of 
this land and its people. Make us compassionate, fair, and helpful to each 
other. And forgive us when we overlook our own wrongs and injustices. 
Raise up in us a right patriotism, that sees and seeks this nation’s good. 
Make us mindful of, and thankful for, those who stand in harm’s way to 

defend this nation rightly. And keep us grateful for those who have died in 
the service of this nation’s most honorable and righteous endeavors. We 
praise you for their faithfulness, and for their witness to obedience and 

selfless service. May their example grant us courage and strength to make 
our way ever forward in love and service to you. Make us brave to seek 

your will in the land you have given us, and to live in the light of Christ Jesus 
our Lord, in whose precious name we pray. Amen.  

A Prayer for 

We had a great turn-
out for Easter 

Breakfast!  
 

Thank you to all of 
the volunteers and 

committees that 
made it possible! 

EASTER  

Barbara Gatewood and Stacey Montgomery pose with Maribeth Keiffer 

 
It has been a pleasure working with Maribeth 

Kieffer with the Kansas Breadbasket in 
conjunction with the FPC Food Pantry, serving 
families in the Manhattan community. We are 
wishing her a long, rewarding, relaxing, and 

adventurous retirement! 

BEST WISHES!



PRAYERS ON 

On this National Day of Prayer (May 5) we are called to a moment—or several moments—of reflection 

on the state of this world, and of our own hearts and motivations. Throughout this day we’ll be offering 

prayers (portions of which were taken from various litanies and worship resources published by the 

Presbyterian Church USA and its predecessor denominations) that we hope will be helpful, or edifying, as 

you lift your hearts to God through our Lord, Jesus Christ. Many a person has learned different ways to 

pray by considering the “ACTS” prayer: Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication. May the 

prayers offered to you for your own devotion be a guide, or perhaps even a springboard, for your prayer 

life. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer! 

 

 

(Adoration) 
Glory to you, almighty God! You alone are the source of all that is good, righteous, holy, faithful, loving, and true. You 

created all that lives, and moves, and has its being. You breathed your breath of life within the dust of the ground you 

had formed by your own hand, and you brought us into being to reflect your image in creation! We praise you.  

 

When we wandered and stumbled, you raised up prophets, priests, leaders and rulers to guide us back to your way. 

You delivered time and time again, and from the chaos of slavery, wilderness, and sin, you have redeemed your 

people. We glorify you. 

 

In the fullness of time, and the fullness of your love, you sent your only-begotten Son, that we might have new life. We 

rejoice in your love. 

 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! You became flesh and dwelt among us that we might become your people. For our 

salvation you overcame death. By God’s power at work in and through you, you were raised to rule over us. We praise 

you that you put down tyrannies that threaten to destroy us, and unmask powers that claim our allegiance. We rejoice 

that you alone command our lives and give us freedom to love the world and all that are in it. Glory to you for the gift 

of your life! Glory to you for your saving death! Glory to you for your merciful and mighty rule over all! 

 

Glory to you, Holy Spirit! You direct and rule our lives. You set your sign and seal upon us in baptism, and mark us as 

Christ’s own. You give us eyes and hearts of faith to see and know Christ among us. You make our bread the 

communion of Christ’s body to heal and reconcile and to make us the body of Christ. You make our wine the 

communion of Christ’s saving blood to redeem the world. You are truth. You come like the wind of heaven, unseen, 

unbidden. Like the dawn you illuminate the world around us; you grant us a new beginning every day. You warm and 

comfort us. You give us courage and fire and strength beyond our everyday resources. Be with us, Holy Spirit, in all we 

say or think, in all we do, this and every day.  

 

We bless you, O God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—and lift our lives to you in praise! Amen. 

 

Spend some time simply resting in the awesomeness of God, and offer your life as a prayer of joyful 

praise to the God of love. 
 

Prayers continued on following page…. 



 

(Confession) 
Almighty God: you alone are good and holy. Purify our lives and make us brave disciples. We do not ask you to keep us 

safe, but to keep us loyal, so we may serve Jesus Christ, who, tempted in every way as we are, was faithful to you.  

 

From lack of reverence for truth and beauty; from a calculating or sentimental mind; from going along with mean and 

ugly things, forgive us. 

 

From cowardice that dares not face the truth; laziness content with half-truths; or arrogance that thinks it knows it all, 

forgive us. 

 

From artificial life and worship; from all that is hollow or insincere, forgive us. 

 

From trite ideals and cheap pleasures; from mistaking hard vulgarity for humor, forgive us. 

 

From being dull, pompous, or rude; from putting down neighbors, forgive us. 

 

From cynicism about our brothers and sisters; from intolerance or cruel indifference, forgive us. 

 

From being satisfied with things as they are, in the church or in the world; from failing to share your indignation, 

forgive us. 

 

From selfishness, self-indulgence, or self-pity, forgive us. 

 

From token concern for the poor, for lonely or loveless people; from confusing faith with good feelings, or love with a 

wanting to be loved, forgive us. 

 

For everything in us that may hide your light—O God, light of life, forgive us. 

 
Spend some time honestly “coming clean” with God. What things have been done, or left undone, that 
need forgiveness and reconciliation? How might you be (or how have you been) wrapped up in actions or 
systems that perpetuate hurts, injustices, or even apathies? Confess these to God, who is evermore 
ready to forgive than we are to seek out forgiveness. 
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(Thanksgiving) 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for you are good. Your steadfast love is everlasting! We thank and praise you for the good 

world; for things great and small, beautiful and awesome; for seen and unseen splendors. 

 

We thank you for human life; for talking and moving and thinking together; for common hopes and hardships shared 

from birth until our dying. 

 

We thank you for work to do and strength to work; for the comradeship of labor; for exchanges of good humor and 

encouragement. 

 

We thank you for marriage; for the mystery and joy of flesh made one; for mutual forgiveness and burdens shared; for 

secrets kept in love. 

 

We thank you for family; for living together and eating together; for family amusements and family pleasures. 

 

We thank you for children; for their energy and curiosity; for their brave play and their startling frankness; for their 

sudden sympathies. 

 

We thank you for the young; for their high hopes; for their irreverence toward worn-out values and their boldness to 

try new things; for their dreams and ideas; for their search for freedom; for their solemn vows.  

 

We thank you for growing up and growing old; for wisdom deepened by experience; for rest in leisure; and for time 

made precious by its passing. 

 

We thank you for your help in times of doubt and sorrow; for healing our diseases; for preserving us in temptation and 

danger. 

 

We thank you for the church into which we have been called; for the good news we receive by word and sacrament; 

for our life together in the Lord. 

 

We thank you for your Holy Spirit, who guides our steps and brings us gifts of faith and love; who prays in us and 

prompts our grateful worship. 

 

Above all, O God, for your Son Jesus Christ, who lived and died and lives again for our salvation; for our hope in him; 

and for the joy of serving him. 

 

We thank you and praise you, O God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—for all your goodness to us. Amen. 

 

Spend some time accounting for the joys and curiosities in your life; for the big and small pleasures 

(perhaps beginning with the fact that you are breathing, thinking, resting, reading, etc.). Rest in the 

goodness of the One who created you, redeemed you, and has given you this life—and the one to come. 

And give thanks!  
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(Supplication) 
Great God: you hear our prayers before we speak, and answer before we know our need. Though we cannot pray, may 

your Spirit pray in us, drawing us to you and toward our neighbors on earth. 
 

We pray for the whole creation: may all things work together for good, until, by your design, people inherit the earth 
and order it wisely. Let the whole creation praise you, Lord and God. 

 
We pray for the church of Jesus Christ; that, begun, maintained, and promoted by your Spirit, it may be true, engaging, 

glad, and active, doing your will. Let the church be always faithful, Lord and God. 
 

We pray for men and women who serve the church in special ways, preaching, ruling, showing charity; that they may 
never lose heart, but have all hope encouraged. Let leadership be strong, Lord and God. 

 
We pray for people who do not believe, who are shaken by doubt, or have turned against you. Open their eyes to see 
beyond our broken fellowship the wonders of your love displayed in Jesus, and to follow when he calls them. Conquer 

doubt with faith, O God. 
 

We pray for peace in the world. Disarm weapons, silence guns, and put out ancient hate that still smolders, or flames 
in sudden conflict. Create goodwill among people of every race and nation. Bring peace to earth, O God. 

 
We pray for those who must go to war, and for those who will not go: may they have conviction, and charity toward 

one another. Guard brave men and women everywhere, O God. 
 

We pray for enemies, as Christ commanded; for those who oppose us or scheme against us, who are also children of 
your love. May we be kept from infectious hate or sick desire for vengeance. Make friends of enemies, O God. 

 
We pray for those involved in world government, in agencies of control or compassion, who work for the reconciling of 

nations: keep them hopeful, and work with them for peace. Unite our broken world, O God. 
 

We pray for those who govern us, who make, administer, or judge our laws. May this country ever be a land of free 
and able people, who welcome exiles and work for justice. Govern those who govern us, O God. 

 
We pray for poor people who are hungry, or are housed in cramped places. Increase in us, and all who prosper, 

concern for the disinherited. Care for the poor, O God. 
 

We pray for social outcasts; for those excluded by their own militance or by the harshness of others. Give us grace to 
accept those our world names unacceptable, and so show your mighty love. Welcome the alienated, O God. 

 
We pray for the sick, those who suffer pain, and those who struggle with demons of the mind, who silently cry out for 

healing: may they be patient, brave, and trusting. Heal the sick and troubled, O God. 
 

We pray for the dying: may they enjoy light and life intensely, keep dignity, and greet death unafraid, believing in your 
love. Have mercy on the dying, O God. 

 
We pray for those whose tears are not yet dry, who listen for familiar voices and look for still familiar faces: in loss, 
may they affirm the gain of your promise in Jesus, who prepares a place for us within your spacious love. Comfort 

those who sorrow, O God. 
 

We pray for those who are alone and lonely, who have no one to call in easy friendship: may they be remembered, 
befriended, and know your care for them. Visit lonely people, O God. 

 
We pray for families, for parents and children: may they enjoy each other, honor freedoms, and forgive as happily as 

we are all forgiven in your huge mercy. Keep families in your love, O God. 
 

We pray for the young and old: give impatient youth true vision, and experienced age openness to new things. Let 
both praise your name. Join youth and age together, O God. 

 
We pray for all people everywhere: may they come into their own as children of God, and inherit the kingdom 

prepared by Jesus Christ, the Lord of all, and Savior of the world. Hear our prayers, almighty God, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, who prays with us and for us, and teaching us to pray by saying, “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 

thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.”  
 

What are the prayers and petitions of your own heart? Pray freely, openly, honestly to God.  



MAY CALENDAR 
 

May 1st: Graduate Recognition & Youth Bible Awards 

May 5th: National Day of Prayer 

May 8th: Mother’s Day 

May 15th: Outdoor Park Service Resumes 

May 22nd: Communion Sunday 

May 26th: Ascension of the Lord 

May 30th: Memorial Day



 

05/01 Patricia Kolonosky 

05/04 Jim Morrison 

05/04 Susan Schoneweis 

05/04 Charles Gillum 

05/05 Pat Tippin 

05/05 Linda Wassberg 

05/05 Amanda Tomlinson 

05/05 Cheri Graham 

05/05 Micky Jensen 

05/06 John Lyons 

05/06 Sherry Borck 

05/08 Bob Brown 

05/09 Kyanna Reiswig 

05/09 Barry Sarvis 

05/11 Gene Moherman 

05/12 Karen Bell 

05/12 Mike Wilson 

05/13 Tyler Wilson 

05/13 Dean Armbrust 

05/15 Max Dunn 

05/15 Bob Mullen 

05/18 G.E. Simmons 

05/18 Terry Voos 

05/19 Chris Gathers 

05/19 Joe Montgomery 

05/19 Kathie Gathers 

05/21 Robba Moran 

05/22 Claudia Voos 

05/23 David Regehr 

05/24 Steven Graham 

05/25 Josh Medicinebird 

05/26 Garalyn Connery 

05/27 Jim Schottler 

05/29 Jerry Moran 

05/30 Mike Toy 

05/31 Diane Mullinax 

MAY 
BIRTHDAYS 

A few of our scholarship students will be graduating 

and moving on to their chosen careers or to further 

their education. We thank them all for their talent and 

dedication to FPC; we wish them well and good luck! 

FPC CHOIR 

PAYTON BOLDT 

Bachelor of Music: Vocal 

Performance 

Accepted into the Tarantino Music 

LIZ HANDY 

Bachelor of Music Education  

Applying for teaching positions! 

JOSEPH PIERCE 

Bachelor of Music Education  

Applying for teaching positions! 

NATALIE HAMILTON 

Master of Music Education  

Accepted as Doctoral student at 

Michigan State University and received 

Graduate Teaching Assistantship in 

Music Education.  

RYAN HERNANDEZ 

Bachelor of Music Education  

Student teaching this coming fall 

semester in the Kansas City area and 

preparing for graduate school 

auditions!  
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GROW GREEN 2022 WAS A SUCCESS!


