
Over the course of this year a great deal has occurred: babies have 
been born, loved ones have died, celebrations and remembrances 
have been reduced in size and scope, or altogether delayed or 
cancelled.  Friends have moved away. A new pastor has arrived. A 
record number of meals have been served to the hungry in our 
community.  A record outpouring of support for relief ministry—
financial and otherwise—has been shown by this community of 
faith.  New ways of worship have been introduced, both inside and 
outside the building.  Technology has been a blessing…and a 
headache…for the exercise of ministry, highlighting for us all the 
blessedness of face-to-face (rather than screen-to-screen, mask-to-
mask) interaction.  Health scares, surgeries, and treatments have all 
highlighted, in this time of separation, the real importance of a 
loving community and its care, compassion, and companionship.  
And through all of these things, and the many more we’ve 
experienced, God has been with us. 
 

I’m so grateful for the witness of this community of faith, and its 
perseverance, over this most-trying year.  And as we come to yet 
another Holy Week “together apart” as we’ve come to say, I offer 
below a devotional of sorts and ask for your participation, beginning 
March 28.  Light a candle, read the Scriptures, and remember, with 
thanks and prayer, the love of God for a world in such desperate 
need of hope, healing, wholeness, and life. 

Loving & Serving God and One Another 
MARCH  2021  

Letter from the Pastor 
March is a big month for the church…and the world. It not 
only marks one year of the coronavirus pandemic halting 
ordinary rhythms in everyday life, but reminds us that it’s 
been one year that we’ve not been gathered together as a 
full congregation. And the weight of this reality is a sobering 
thing to put into print.  

HOLY WEEK 
A Daily Devotion 
 
Begin each time with prayer:  
Everlasting God, in your tender love 
you sent your Son to take our 
nature, and to suffer death upon 
the cross.  In your tender mercy 
enable us to share in his obedience 
to your will and in the glorious 
victory of his resurrection; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
As you read each Scripture…is there a 
word or idea that stirred within you?  
Focus on it…ask what God’s invitation, 
or announcement, to you might be?  
Pray your life to God…take a moment 
to rest in God’s presence. 

 
Continued on page 2...    
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YOUTH GROUP 
& OUR COMMUNITY 

A few of our youth assisted in 
filling up community meal 

breakfasts to help serve the 
community and our church!  

Palm Sunday 
Read Mark 11:1-11  

It is time for Jesus to 
make his entry into 
Jerusalem for the last 
time.  He knows what 
awaits him, but he does 
not turn back.   

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY UPDATE 
...29 shawls and counting! 
 
Our knitting and crocheting “group" that meets to stitch and chat  has 
continued to stitch through the year.  Virginia Benkelman leads the 
helm! 

Although we are now working on our projects from home, we have 
completed 29 prayer shawls since 2019! Many requests and suggestions 
have been received for recipients through word of mouth for bereavement, 
medical/health issues, relocations, thank-yous, comfort, and support. 
Virginia Benklemen, overseer of the ministry group, is in search of more 
participants!  
 
If you knit or crochet and feel the call to this ministry, or if you know of 
someone who might welcome the comfort of a prayer shawl, please 
contact Virginia  at 785-539-4762 or by email at 2benks@sbcglobal.net.  
 
A huge THANK YOU to all who have contributed a comforting "hug" and 
prayers through this ministry.  

Tuesday 
Read John 12:20-36  

Each day Jesus and the 
disciples would go to the 
temple where Jesus 
would teach the crowds.  
His last public discourse 
was perhaps his 
hardest—that his hour 
was at hand for the 
ultimate sacrifice.  

Monday 
Read Mark 11:12-19 

Less than two miles from 
Jerusalem is the city of 
Bethany.  Jesus has spent 
the night there with his 
disciples but now returns 
with them to the busy 
city of Jerusalem.  
Passover has brought a 
huge crowd to the Holy 
City.  

Wednesday 
Read Luke 22:1-6  

Passover, the great 
Jewish festival 
remembering God’s 
deliverance of a people 
from bondage to 
freedom, is drawing near.  
And Jesus has many 
seeking his undoing.  A 
plot develops to stop 
him.  

LENT IN A BAG! 
Family Lenten devotionals were 

delivered on the doorsteps of our 
families with children and youth last 

month. “Lent In A Bag” contents 
included...sand, seeds, a rock, a shell, 
a candle, and accompanying weekly 

devotions. This is all part of our 
ongoing effort to support faith 

formation at home during a time 
when we are unable to meet for 

Sunday school in person.  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Children & Youth Ministries 
There will be no VBS this summer, in-person or virtually.  
We  are disappointed to have to cancel, but feel this is in the best interest of our 
volunteers who would have to come into the building months ahead of time to 
prepare.  We look forward to using our VBS material as part of a hybrid summer 
Bible study! Stay tuned for more details!  

Heartland Camp 
Heartland Camp Traveling Day Camp 2021 will be held July 19-23. More information 
will be posted on the website,  with a link to the  Heartland Camp registration page. 
Please contact Shiloh Vick with any questions at shiloh@firstpresmanhattan.com. 
 

First Presbyterian Events 
Blood Drive  
There will be a Blood Drive in Fischer Hall on Sunday, March 21st from 8:00 am to 
2:00 pm. To schedule your life-saving appointment to donate blood sign up 
through the American Red Cross online, through the Red Cross app, or in the 
Narthex. 

One Great Hour of Sharing | March 1 - April 4 
One Great Hour of Sharing is the single, largest way that Presbyterians come 
together every year to work for a better world. Each gift to One Great Hour of 
Sharing helps improve the lives of the suffering and the vulnerable.  

Ways to give: Through the congregational offering, donate online at 
presbyterianmission.org/give-oghs or text OGHS to 91999 to give.   

Maundy 
Thursday  
John 13:1-32  

Having loved his own…he 
loved them to the end.”  
Even in the midst of 
betrayal by a beloved 
disciple, Jesus reiterates 
his love for us and then 
gives us all a new 
commandment “love one 
another.”  Jesus further 
demonstrates his love for 
his disciples by taking on 
the role of a servant 
setting an example for all 
who would claim the title 
Christian.  

Good Friday 
John 18 &19  

During the long night 
after his arrest, Jesus was 
led from trial to trial.  
Peter denies him three 
times while the other 
disciples abandon him 
completely and go into 
hiding.  Then in the 
afternoon Jesus is taken 
to a hill outside the city 
and is crucified.  

Holy Saturday 
Matthew 27:57-66  

Jesus, the Christ, the Son 
of God is dead!  His body 
lies in a sealed tomb.  All 
his followers are in 
despair. They remember 
neither his words nor his 
teachings.  They only feel 
the great sorrow that is 
breaking their hearts.  

A Note from Joan Nelson... 
Dear First Pres family, 
Thank you for your kind notes, cards, text messages, and phone calls 
following the death of my mother. I appreciated each and every one of 
them. It’s such a blessing to have a loving church family as support during 
difficult times. 
  

Thank you, and God bless. 
  Joan Nelson  



MARCH CALENDAR 
Calendar of events through the month of March 

Easter Sunday 
Morning 
Matthew 28:1-10  

The Sabbath is over and 
the women gather at the 
garden tomb to prepare 
Jesus’ body for burial.  
They do not know how 
they will move the heavy 
stone sealing the tomb 
but they are determined 
to do this last thing for 
their beloved teacher.  
When they get to the 
tomb they discover that it 
is empty.  Furthermore, 
they are told that their 
Lord is risen!  With their 
hearts filled with joy, they 
rush to tell the disciples 
the wonderful news.  Our 
Lord is not dead!  He 
lives!   

Easter Sunday 
Evening 
Luke 24:13-49  

The Lord is risen!  He is 
risen, indeed!  And he 
appears to many of his 
disciples on multiple 
occasions, opening 
minds, eyes, and hearts 
to the good news that he 
has conquered death and 
that disciples are heralds 
of a new age begun with 
resurrection!  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

 1 
 
Worship 
Committee 
Meeting 5:15pm 

  

2 
 
Community 
Showers 5pm 
 
Community Meals 
6pm 

3 
 
Staff Meeting 9am 
 
Women’s Bible 
Study 10am 
 
Handbell 
Choir  6pm 

4 
 
Hope & Healing 
Grief Group 12pm 
 
Community Meals 
6pm 

5  
 
 
 
 
 
 
World Day of 
Prayer 

7 
 
 
Worship 10:30am 
 
Deacon Offering 
 
 
3rd Sunday in Lent 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
International 
Women’s Day 

9 
 
Community 
Showers 5pm 
 
Community Meals 
6pm 

10 
 
Women’s Bible 
Study 10am 
 
Handbell 
Choir  6pm 

11 
 
Hope & Healing 
Grief Group 12pm 
 
Community Meals 
6pm 

12 
 

14 
 
Worship 10:30am 
 
Daylight savings 
time begins 
 
4th Sunday in Lent 
 

15 
 
 
 
Men’s Luncheon 
12pm 

16 
 
Stewardship 
Meeting 1:30pm 
 
Community 
Showers 5pm 
 
Community Meals 
6pm 

17 
 
Women’s Bible 
Study 10am 
 
Handbell 
Choir  6pm 

18 
 
Hope & Healing 
Grief Group 12pm 
 
Community Meals 
6pm 

19 
 

21 
 

Worship 10:30am 
 
Guest Preacher, 
Marilyn Sweet 
 
Blood Drive 
 
5th Sunday in Lent 

22 
 
Deacon’s Meeting 
5:30pm 

23 
 
Community 
Showers 5pm 
 
Session Meets 
5:15pm 
 
Community Meals 
6pm 

24 
 
Women’s Bible 
Study 10am 
 
Handbell 
Choir  6pm 

25 
 
Hope & Healing 
Grief Group 12pm 
 
Community Meals 
6pm 

26 
 
 

28 
 
Worship 10:30am 
 
Holy Week begins 
 
 
Palm/Passion 
Sunday 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday of Holy 
Week 

30 
 

Community 
Showers 5pm 
 
Community Meals 
6pm 
 
Tuesday of Holy 
Week 
 

31 
Staff Meeting 9am 
 
Women’s Bible 
Study 10am 
 
Handbell 
Choir  6pm 
 
Wednesday of 
Holy Week 

  



Thanks to all who took the time to create/send-in valentine cards 
for our homebound members! Over 160 valentines were 
delivered to our residents the week before Valentine's Day.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you, from the bottom of our  hearts!  
Presby K.I.D.S! (Kids.In.Divine.Service!) and the Christian 
Education Committee 

3/01 Sue Simmons 

3/04 J ill Myers 

3/04 Billie Woodward 

3/05 Barbara Finnegan 

3/07 Lou Ann Hydeman 

3/10 Ken Burton 

3/12 Gene Nelson 

3/12 Loren Reiswig 

3/13 Julie Pentz-Dunn 

3/15 Paul Bohlen 

3/17 Pat Fellows 

3/26 Marilyn Bullock 

3/26 Gene Klinger 

3/26 Shirley Vogts 

STEWARDSHIP SIGHTING  

Worship Broadcast Crew 
Hats off to our Worship Broadcast Crew – Projectionist, Jonathan 
Wille (left) and Producer, Mike Wilson (right) who are doing an 
outstanding job streaming our worship services on YouTube, 
enabling all those who are unable to attend services in person to 
experience live worship in the safety of their homes!  This is a 
wonderful act of stewardship -- making the best possible use of state
-of-the-art technology resources to expand church outreach in a 
most challenging era. 

THANK YOU! 

MARCH 

BIRTHDAYS 

AN OUTPOURING OF  LOVE 



Jane Westfall 
June 21, 1928 - January 24, 2021 
 

Jane was born to Frank and Anne 
Westfall, and was raised in 
Lafayette, California where she 
graduated from Acalanes Union 
High School in 1946. She went on 
to earn her Bachelor’s (1950), 
Master’s degrees (1952), and 
Doctorate (1964) in Zoology. She 
was well known in Manhattan as 
a long-time member of First 
Presbyterian, and a professor for 
over 35 years at K-State’s 
Department of Anatomy & 
Physiology in the College of 
Veterinary Medicine, retiring in 
1999. A service of witness to the 
resurrection was held in our 
memorial garden on Friday, 
February 5th where Jane’s ashes 
were laid to rest, giving thanks to 
God for her life and witness.  

IN MEMORIUM  
Blessed are the dead who from now on die in the Lord. They will rest 
from their labors, for their deeds follow them. 

Revelation 14:13 

Special Music 
MARCH 2021 

 
 

March 1st 
Robba Moran, Piano 

 

March 14th 
Mitchell Jerko, Vocal 

 

March 21st 
Ben Miller, Bassoon 

 

March 28th 
Handbell Choir 

Lynne Rathbone 
April 25, 1934 - February 9, 2021 
 

Lynne was born on April 25, 1934 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to 
Vincent J. Jordan and Mary Korpa 
Jordan. She graduated from 
Schenley High School and 
attended the University of 
Pittsburgh. On April 16, 1966 she 
married Donald E. Rathbone. She 
is survived by her husband, and 
her daughter, Lynda S. Rathbone 
of Ibiza, Spain, as well as 
extended family members in 
Pennsylvania. Lynne was a 
technical illustrator by profession 
and a lover of Dobermans and 
Delphiniums. Lynne was a 
talented woman with a myriad of 
interests including dancing, 
decorating, gardening, cooking, 
and K-State sports; a real 
renaissance woman! We give 
thanks for her life and witness to 
the joy and grace of Jesus Christ. 

Jessica Weaver 
& Mike Wolff  
are to be wed 
March 13th, 2021 
 
Congratulations and 
many blessings to 
the happy couple! 



ORDER EASTER 
LILIES! 
Would you like to purchase an 
Easter Lily? We’ll be using them 
to decorate the Sanctuary for 
Easter. If you wish to make a 
purchase as a memorial, in 
honor of a friend or relative, or 
to The Glory of God, now is the 
time! 
 
Easter Lilies may be picked up after the 
Easter Sunday Service. Any plants 
remaining after April 6th will be 
distributed as gifts to the homebound. 
Reservation orders must be made by 
March 19th. 
 

COST IS $17.50 PER PLANT 
Please fill out this form and place it in the offering plate with your check, or return it to the church office. 
Please call the office ASAP at (785) 537-0518 if you cannot mail in the form.  

 
Name of Donor: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Telephone: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
In memory of: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
In honor of: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
To The Glory of God 

 
Quantity Ordered: ______________________________  Amount Attached: ______________________________ 



Want to be in the know, get first access to 
announcements, looking for worship 
information? 
 
Follow us on social media! 
 
We are on most major social media channels 
and update weekly! 

Phone: 785-537-0518 

Facebook: @firstpresmanhattan 

Instagram: @firstpremanhattan 

YouTube: @firstpresmanhattan 

Website: www.firstpresmanhattan.com 

STAFF SPOTLIGHT 
Stacy Markley | Communications Coordinator 
 

Howdy! I’m Stacy Markley and I’m excited to be a part of the team as your new Communications 
Coordinator! Although my husband and I hail from the Wichita area, Manhattan was once my home 
as I attended and graduated from K-State with a Bachelor of Fine Arts. When I’m not hovered over 

my keyboard working, I can be found at home tucked away in my studio with my 
two cats or wandering the Flint Hills with my darling husband, Andrew.  

FOLLOW US!  
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Manhattan, KS 66502 
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