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A Message From Health Ministries: Traumatic Brain Injury 

“Give me an understanding mind so that I… know the difference between right and wrong.” I Kings 3:9 NLT 

Traumatic  brain injuries can occur any time there has been a blow to the head. They can occur from a fall out of bed, 

a fist-fight, or accidents with bikes, rollerblades, or even cars. When the brain is injured, symptoms can occur         

immediately, after a few days, or even after weeks have passed. Similarly, recovery may be quick from a mild injury 

or take months or years of rehabilitation to recover from serious injuries. Never minimize a head injury. Seek medical 

attention immediately for proper diagnosis and treatment. If the length of recovery is extensive, provide support and 

care for the family of the injured as it is their journey of recovery also. 

First Academy 

March First Academy will take place on Tuesday, March 10 at 6:30 p.m. (please note 

change of date) with speaker Jeff Smith, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Cultural Geography 

at Kansas State University. This month’s topic will be A Geographic Perspective on U.S. 

Immigration. 

First Academy programs meet in the sanctuary. Please come for a stimulating evening of 

lecture and discussion. Come early for  refreshments at 6:15 p.m. 

Prayer Groups and Fellowship 

Evening Circle will be held March 2 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Emily Mark, 1820 Browning Ave. Our lesson 

leader will be Mary Alice Schlesener and we will be doing lessen seven– Economy of Grace. 

Morning Circle Will be held March 5th at 9:30 a.m. at the home of Alice Armbrust, 2366 Grandview Dr. We will 

finish the video Walking the Bible. Questions? Call Wann Towers at 766-3128. 

Please see page 7 for Lenten Lunch schedule and programs. 

All Downhill From Here! 

The adult ski group went to Ski Cooper 

in Leadville, CO in early  February and a 

great time was had by all! Pictured are 

Cameron & Casey Ward, Ray Coffey, 

Joan Nelson, Missy Cox, and Steve 

Short. 

Online Directory 

While a large amount of our congregation has entered its information into the online directory, we are still missing 

many people and pictures. Our goal is to move away from the printed directory and into a more accessible and user 

friendly format. Please visit the website and enter your information and picture. If you need help, visit the office for a 

hard copy of an information form and our secretary will be more than happy to enter your information for you. If you 

have a picture that you would like to enter but are unable, email it to the office or bring it in and we will upload it for 

you.  

Thank you for helping us in this endeavor. We print the password on page 7 of the newsletter each month, or call the 

office for a reminder. 

Readers and Greeters 

Are you interested in reading scripture or greeting people at the doors on Sunday mornings? If so, please contact   

Taylor Fulton in the office at 785-537-0518 or secretary@firstpresmanhattan.com. This is a great way to volunteer 

your time and talents and contribute to Sunday services.  

Needed: Pianist and Song Leader  

Volunteer pianist and/or song leader needed once a month to help with services 

at Stoneybrook and Homestead retirement communities. First Presbyterian  

deacons conduct the services every first Sunday of the month from 1:30-2:30 

p.m. Contact  Rev. McConnell or the church office at 537-0518  

(Continued from page 2) 

When Jesus walked the face of the earth he emphasized personal responsibility, beginning with one’s acceptance 

of him as his or her Lord and Savior. He then said that once one accepts Christ into his or her heart the work     

begins---making personal decisions every day to treat others as you would have them treat you, to serve others 

who are in need, and to reflect the spirit and the love that Christ demonstrated to others. It is yours and my        

decision to respond or not to respond. Christianity is all about personal responsibility. 

God has asked us to do the same thing with the way we treat our health. Personal responsibility. And quite simply, 

the better you feel about yourself, physically and mentally, the better you can feel about your relationship to God 

and your ability to witness for Him. 

One of the things we can consider this season of Lent is how we take care of ourselves. No matter the age, it’s   

never too late to start a new and exciting program of fitness and eating well. 



Thank you! 

Dear First Presby, 

Thank you for your continued support and partnership in the ministry the Lord has given us! Mission Adelante       

continues to take steps forward as He enables. We deeply appreciate your financial support and prayers for our     

community! 

In His love, Jarrett Meek, Mission Adelante 

Chris and Kathie Gathers are sisters from Fredonia, Kansas. 

They have lived in Manhattan for seven months and are 

both retired teachers. They found First Presbyterian Church 

through an internet search, having previously attended First 

Christian Church in Fredonia, KS. 

 

Tim and Ashley Lour have three children: Olivia, age 10; 

Reagan, age 2 1/2; and Landon, age 1 1/2. Tim came to 

Manhattan 14 years ago from Humbolt, KS and is the man-

ager at Houlihans Restaurant. Ashley is a stay at home mom 

and student from Denver, CO.  

Joe and Carol Bruckerhoff come to us from Bourbonnais, 

IL. They have lived in Manhattan for three years and chose 

First Presbyterian because of the friendliness and the “life” 

of the church. Joe works for the Manhattan Country Club 

while Carol works for Stocklein Financial Services.  

 

 

Meet Our New Members! 

Snacks! Snacks! Snacks! 

Thank you for bringing your snack foods to the narthex for this special mission. This past month, we have collected 76 

pounds of food! Nearly 200 USD 383 PreK through 12th graders do not get enough food to eat on the weekends. We 

help this mission by providing individually packaged food snacks. The Flint Hills Breadbasket and social workers get 

the snacks to the kids before the weekends. 

Questions? Please ask Susan Maxwell or email at susiebassoon@yahoo.com   

Evelyn and Jim Neill discovered First Presbyterian Church 

through our “Blue Christmas” service this past December. 

They appreciate our warm and friendly congregation.   

Evelyn is a retired nurse practitioner and Jim works as a 

professor in the Department of Statistics at Kansas State 

University. 

 

Appreciation and gratitude for the ministry of Alison Chyba 

On Sunday, March 1st, we will recognize Alison Chyba for her wonderful      

ministry with us as Director of Children’s Ministries. Alison began her position 

at First Presbyterian the summer of 2012 and since then has contributed an    

enormous amount to the vitality of the congregation’s children’s ministry.      

Alison’s creativity, commitment, and dedication to this ministry have been     

excellent and exceptional.  She will conclude her work on March 1st. Let us show 

our appreciation and gratitude for Alison on that same Sunday. 

We Have a New Youth Leader! 

Addi Stewart comes to Manhattan from Kansas City. She is a Freshman at Kansas State University and is excited to 

become a part of the First Presbyterian family! The Youth Group, “Ignite”, has many exciting plans for the upcoming 

year. They will be going on the annual ski trip in March (registration due March 9th), a lock-in is planned, and they 

will be attending the Presbytery of Northern Kansas youth rally in Topeka.  

For more information on the youth and children’s programs, please visit our website: www.firstpresmanhattan.com 

under “Children” and “Students”. 

Thank you! 

The nursery and children’s ministries staff would like to thank Bronwyn Fees for her donations to the nursery. We are 

excited for our balance bar and sweet little “story time” chairs! Your thoughtfulness is most appreciated!  

Thank you! 

Thank you to the Paquettes for donating a color printer to the Christian Education office. We are very appreciative. 

-Children’s Ministry Staff 

Photo Release Forms 

Parents: We take so many great pictures of your kids and would love 

to put them on our website, in our brochure, and in other public     

forums to show off First Presbyterian. However, we need your written       

consent before we can do this. Please fill out a photo release form, 

either from the welcome table, the office, or one of our youth leaders 

and return it to the office. 

Any child under the age of 18 must have a release form on file before 

we can use their pictures. 

Little Helpers 

On February 22, Tamera Garibay announced the upcoming blood 

drive (see page 7). Tamera had help from Jack Dunn, Izzy Maxwell, 

and Grace Maxwell, pictured left.  

The Chyba family: Ashley,      

Alison, Todd, and Sydney 


