
Friends, 
 
December is here, and with it many opportunities for fellowship, service, worship, and faith formation. 
I’d like to highlight many important things for you and hope you’ll make some, if not all, of these things 
a priority in your busy schedules. 

 
Friday, December 2, 6:30pm in Fisher Hall: This is the second installment of our 
“Faith & Film” series, featuring “The Nativity Story” (2006, rated PG, 106 minutes). 
Starring Keisha Castle-Hughes (Mary) and Oscar Isaacs (Joseph) this is a dramatic 
retelling of the birth of Jesus and the events leading up to it. Often called a 
“harmonization of the gospels,” come see how Matthew’s and Luke’s narratives are 
combined to form the familiar and beloved story called the nativity. Parents, use 
your discretion if you wish for your children to view this movie. Find more 
information and reviews online at www.commonsensemedia.org 
 
 
Saturday, December 3, 10am to 1pm at First Presbyterian: This is our annual 
tradition of decking the halls (and sanctuary) of the church building, better known 
as the “Hanging of the Greens.” We invite everyone to come, make merry, and 
decorate the church building for the Advent and Christmas Seasons. Activities and 
opportunities for all ages will be available. We’ll be sure to have some sweet treats 
and hot drinks, as well as some Christmas music to set the mood. All we need is 
you! We hope to see you here for this wonderful fellowship event.  
 
 
 
Sunday, December 4: We will have one combined service of worship at 10:30am 
and be led in worship by our children and youth in the presentation entitle “Listen 
to Christmas” by Judy Gattis Smith and by special arrangement with Christian 
Publishers. Smith writes “Is it possible in this noisy, neon, commercialized 
Christmas season to help children experience the great awe and wonder of the 
first Christmas? Can children who have seen excerpts of the Christmas story on TV 
and billboards comprehend the freshness and simplicity of the first Christmas 
story? This play attempts to do these things by focusing on the simple aspects of 
that first Christmas: the unchanging sounds of nature, the comfortable presence of 

gentle animals, the stillness and mystery of the first Christmas eve. Sight and sound are two senses the 
play uses to capture this mood. The congregation, directed by the narrator, creates the sounds of 
Christmas and becomes, not merely spectators, but a spontaneous creative force in the play. As the 
eyes of the congregation watch a silent tableau of the familiar Christmas scene unfurl, they use their 
voice, feet, hands, and songs to experience the events of that first Christmas. Come and take joy in the 
presentation of the Nativity led by our young people. Come, see, and listen to Christmas! 
 
Sunday, December 11: Again, we will have one combined service of worship at 10:30am and be led in 
worship by our choirs as they present a cantata, with narration, for Christmas entitled “City of Hope” by 
Tom Fettke and Jay Rouse. As mentioned in the foreword: “The dictionary’s definition of the word ‘hope’ 
is the ‘feeling that what is wanted can be had or that events will turn out for the best.’ So what might a 
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‘city of hope’ be? If ever the very definition of hope was born, it was in the small town of 
Bethlehem over 2,000 years ago when the ‘Word became flesh and dwelt among us.’ Hope is 
always a welcome feeling, but with the Advent of Christ, it reaches beyond being a feeling 
and becomes a solid truth upon which we can build our lives. In this cantata…we are 
ushered into that unique place of special hope, with glorious carols of the season mingled 
with fresh new music and lyrics. May City of Hope bring the bright light of the Incarnation 
into a dark world this year for [our] church and town, making [our] community, too, a “city of 
hope.” Join us on December 11 at 10:30am for this witness to the hope, peace, joy, and love 
of God in Jesus Christ!  
 
Sunday, December 18: We will have our ordinary two-service schedule on this day, but we 
are also having an additional service in the late afternoon/early evening at 5:00pm. “The 
Longest Night,” is a special service, right around the longest night of the year (Dec. 21), in 
which we remember loved ones who have died, as well as our own need for healing and 
wholeness and light that only Christ can provide. It’s a time we can be genuine with our 
hearts’ concerns and rest assured that God is with us even though we may not presently be 
of the “good cheer” that so many of the songs on our radio tell us we should be 
experiencing this time of year. I hope you will consider attending this service, bringing with 
you the spaces in your own life that need the special touch, healing, peace and love that 
Jesus provides. 
 
Saturday, December 24: It’s Christmas Eve! We invite you to our Candlelight and 
Communion Service at 7:00pm in the sanctuary where we will hear again the cherished 
Scriptures of our Savior’s birth, sing the beloved carols of the church, and celebrate the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, looking with hope to the One who comes to make all things 
new.  
 
 
 
 
Sunday, December 25: This is the day we’ve been leading up to for a month – Christmas 
Day! This year Christmas falls on a Sunday, and we will be hosting a single, abbreviated, 
combined service of worship at 10:30 in the sanctuary for all who may come. Scripture, 
prayer, and hymns will mark this holy day together as we celebrate the birth of Jesus, the 
light of the world.  
 
 
 
 
Finally, Sunday, January 1: It’s not just New Year’s Day, it’s the first Sunday of Christmas, 
and a combined service of worship where we will gather for the much-loved “Lessons & 
Carols.” This service follows one which originates from a 1918 Christmas Eve service at 
King’s College Chapel, at the University of Cambridge, England. In Scripture and song, we will 
recount the loving purpose of God from the time of our rebellion until our glorious 
redemption in Christ. We hope you find the service both meaningful and enjoyable as we 
celebrate the gift of Emmanuel! Come, and let us worship God!  
 
 

And remember: Christmas is a season that lasts until January 6, the day of Epiphany. We’ll gather on Sunday, 
January 8, and celebrate the Epiphany with a wonderful tradition of “star words.” I have already been asked by 
some if we’ll have them again, so eager were they to receive a new word and discover what it is that God might 
have them focus on over this next year.  
 
It’s so easy to be overwhelmed with so many things going on during this season. But my hope and prayer for us 
all is that we keep our focus on what’s most important; that through the glitz and glaze of holiday lights, we see 
clearly the light of the world himself, Jesus Christ, and the hope we have in and through him. May God bless 
and keep you all as we journey together into a new calendar year!  
 
Peace, 



Fisher Hall| 6:30 p.m. 
Starring Keisha Castle-Hughes (Mary) and Oscar Isaacs (Joseph) this is a dramatic retelling of the birth of Jesus 
and the events leading up to it.  
 

Church Grounds | 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Come spend a Saturday with us as we decorate the church for Advent! Everyone is welcome to join in the cheer 
as we prepare for the season. Bring your holiday cheer and we’ll bring hot cocoa and cookies! 
 

Sanctuary | 10:30 a.m. Traditional Service (No Early Service) 
Enjoy Advent with our youth and little ones as they perform this year’s Christmas play “Listen to Christmas”! 
 

Sanctuary | 10:30 a.m. (No Early Service) 
In a world of uncertainty comes this Christmas musical centered on hope...the Hope of the world found in the 
coming of Christ. The uncommonly creative talents of Tom Fettke and Jay Rouse are paired for the first time 
ever in this joyful and moving work. At approximately 40 minutes in length, it features a masterful blend of 
carols and beautiful new songs.  
 

Fisher Hall | 11:00 a.m.  
 

Sanctuary | 5:00 p.m.  
Remember loved ones who have died, as well as our own need for healing and wholeness and light that only 
Christ can provide.  
 

Sanctuary | 7:00 p.m.  
Our Christmas Eve Candlelight & Communion Service returns! 
 

Sanctuary | 10:30 a.m. (No Early Service) 
We will be hosting a single, abbreviated, combined service of worship at 10:30 in the sanctuary for all who may 
come.  
 

Sanctuary | 10:30 a.m. (No Early Service) 



Advent is finally here! The nursery will be closed Christmas Eve and 
Christmas. Families are encouraged to all worship together in the 
service on those dates! Sunday School will take a pause starting 
December 18th and will return on January 8th.  
 
I hope you all have holidays filled with laughter, family, good food and, 
most of all, celebration of the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ. I look 
forward to spending this holiday season with you all here at First 
Presbyterian Church.  
 

Blessings, 

In follow-up to Session’s October “listening meetings” with interested congregants regarding PC(USA) General 
Assembly 225 “Roundup” positions on various issues, and with Session approval, a letter has been 
transmitted to PNKS in response. The letter declares that 1) FPC’s mission is to “create disciples for Christ ...,” 
and 2) FPC Session is not taking a position on such issues that “polarize or separate the body of Christ into 
factions ....” 
 
The aim of our letter is to assuage the concerns of our congregants who do not identify with the General 
Assembly’s positions. Furthermore, let it be known that we welcome all persons into our fold, irrespective of 
any demographic considerations or personal societal preferences. 
 
We look forward to receiving PNKS’ response. Meanwhile, please feel free to speak with Pastor Jason or any 
Session member if you have any questions or additional feedback. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
The Session: 
Joan Burton, Ken Burton, Lyle Butler, Doug Chapman, Ray Coffey, Wayne Converse, Dave Davis, 
Paul Dittmar (Clerk), Marilyn Galle, Charlie Gillum, Terry Healy, Dena Huff, Palmer Meek, Bob Mullen, 
Jim Neill, Joan Nelson, Chris Wilson 
 

As the calendar year comes to an end, we thank God for the life and 
witness of this congregation, and pray for God’s strength and joy as a new 
year begins. We encourage you, on either New Year’s Eve or New Year’s 
Day to pray the following prayer with hearts of thanks. 
 
Eternal God, you will be faithful in time to come, as in years gone by. We praise you 
for goodness undeserved, and gifts received we cannot number. For life and health 
and loving friends; for work and leisure; for all grand things you give, we thank you, Lord and God. Above all, we 
praise you for Jesus Christ, who lifts our hope, and leads us in your way. In your purpose our lives are lived, and by 
your grace our hopes are bright. So be with us in the coming year, forgiving, leading, and saving; so we may walk 
without fear, but in the faithful way of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Reformation Day, an important Protestant religious holiday, was celebrated on 
Sunday, October 30 in the First Presbyterian Church with a special service and 
music, along with historic displays in the Narthex. The Reformation began on 
October 31, 1517, when Martin Luther nailed his Ninety-Five Theses on the door 
of Wittenberg’s All Saints’ Church. The historic displays included information on 
the early leaders in the Reformation and Protestant church in Scotland, historic 
Bibles, and Pastor Jason’s Communion Tokens. Pastor Jason wore his beautiful 
MacPherson tartan kilt that provided a terrific “photo op,” especially with others 
wearing festive plaid attire.  

Friday mornings from 9:00-11:30 a.m. are 

increasingly busy times in the FPC Food 

Pantry! In October our pantry provided 

food and non-food items to 204 adults and 

children with food challenges. A special 

thanks is given to the coordinators and 

volunteers who worked in October: Jennifer 

Allen and children Mary Lu and William; 

Chris and Lyle Butler; Pam Crawford; Paul 

Dittmar; Barbara Gatewood; Lynne and 

Bob Haynes; Mark and Terry Healy; Leicha 

Kennedy and grandson Amari; Emily Mark; 

Josh Medicinebird; Stacey Montgomery; 

Katie Philp; Mary Vader Pol; and Mylo 

Wattenford. As the holidays approach, 

more volunteers are needed! Contact Mary 

Vander Pol to volunteer or Barbara 

Gatewood for more information or to 

donate needed items. 





The Music Guild was established to provide for K-State singers in the Chancel Choir and perform special 

music for the church and community. In recent years, the guild has sponsored organ recitals, music 

education workshops, children’s music programs, and the handbell choir. Your donations help the Music 

Guild continue to provide these musical opportunities for First Presbyterian!  

 

Here are a few of our newly sponsored Scholarship Students thanks to your donations! Keep an eye out in 

next month’s newsletter for some more bright, new faces!  

 

12/02 Marilyn Shineman 

12/02 Dorine Elsea 

12/03 Wann Towers 

12/03 DeAnn Presley 

12/04 Ben Kyle 

12/05 Theresa Albrecht 

12/05 Jennifer He 

12/05 Joan Nelson 

12/05 Zachary Paquette 

12/05 Hudson Shilling 

12/09 Jim Wassberg 

12/10 Jamie Binns 

12/10 Daisy Hilton 

12/11 Mike Meisenheimer 

12/12 Julia Woolfolk 

12/12 Sally Mullen 

12/12 Bob Pulford 

12/15 Norma Jean Moore 

12/15 Carolyn Fellows 

12/15 Arlene Elkins 

12/17 Scott Wiseman 

12/19 Marilyn Parker 

12/19 Claudia Robertson 

12/20 Carolyn Mayo 

12/20 Cheryl Thompson 

12/21 Missy Cox 

12/22 Judy Regehr 

12/22 Jane Scoville 

12/23 Betty Chatham 

12/23 Brent Benkelman 

12/29 Connie Bietau 

12/29 Luke Paquette 

12/29 Chris Butler 

12/29 Keith Vogts 

12/29 Pamela Crawford 

12/30 Wendy Ellis 

12/30 Elise Wall 

12/30 Teresa Wille 

12/31 Kim Smith 

12/31 Alan Bell 

If you had your photo taken for the church 
directory, you may pick up your FREE copy of the 
directory at the church office. 
 
Individuals/families whose pictures were taken 
have first priority. All others can purchase a 
directory for $10 on a first come, first serve 
basis. 
 
Check and cash are accepted forms of payment. 
If you have questions, please call the church 
office at (785) 537-0518 or send us an email at 
staff@firstpresmanhattan.com  
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Isaiah 11:1–10, Psalm 72:1–7, 18–19; Romans 15:4–13; Matthew 3:1–12 
  

Isaiah 35:1–10 & Psalm 146:5–10; Luke 1:46–55; James 5:7–10; Matthew 11:2–11  
 

Isaiah 7:10–16 & Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19; Romans 1:1–7; Matthew 1:18–25 
  

Isaiah 9:2–7 & Psalm 96; Titus 2:11–14; Luke 2:1–14 (15–20) 
 

Isaiah 52:7–10 & Psalm 98; Hebrews 1:1–4 (5–12); John 1:1–14  


