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Headline News
The First Presbyterian Staff: Our “Manger Madness” Stories!
In keeping with the theme of “Manger Madness”, I asked your First
Presbyterian staff to share some of their favorite memories of nativities,
pageants, or Christmas!
Joan (Administrative Secretary): I grew up in southern California and we
visited Mexico quite often. My mom bought a nativity set in Tijuana one
year, made of plaster. There was no manger, just the figurines, and it always went up on the fireplace mantel. My brothers, sister, and I would rearrange the scene daily, adding plastic army men, dead bugs, foliage, whatever we had handy. And everyday my mom would patiently put everyone
back in their places. Last time I saw the figurines, they were worn and
cracked but still full of Christmas memories.

Address Service Requested

Manhattan, KS 66502

801 Leavenworth

First Presbyterian Church

Cam (Pastor): My favorite Nativity is the living nativity that we have each
year at the Family candle light Christmas service. It has been a great tradition with our children and youth involved and well choreographed by chancel choir director, Reg Pittman
Judy (Administrative Assistant): I purchased my plastic nativity scene in
1963 the first Christmas after I was married. I did not have much money
then, but I just wanted to have one for the Christmas season. I usually set it
on something red with angel hair under it every Christmas. I have since
purchased several other Nativity scenes through the years but this is the one
I began my life with as an adult and have had for over 50 years.
Continued on page 4
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The Great Summons
“And they shall come from the east, and from
the west, and from the north, and from the
south, and sit at the table in the kingdom of
God.” (Luke 13:29)
It was the idea of a messianic feast, which
would inaugurate a new age. Jesus was saying
that God’s kingdom was a reversal of earth’s
judgments, that is, all are able to sit down at the
table of God, not just a select few. In those ancient times, Christ said that the tax
collector, as well as the religious leader is welcome; the outcast Gentile, as well
as the chosen Jew is included, and the believing peasant, as well as the erudite
aristocrat is inside the circle of love. Nobody was left out.
Rev. McConnell

The text above is a summons to an order of peace among all people. This is what
the Christmas season is all about---the expression of benevolence and
forgiveness toward all. “Peace and good will” don’t happen unless we
demonstrate it not only toward our friends, but also toward those with whom we
have had difficulty in the past.
The question we have to consistently ask ourselves every time we enter into this
magical time of the year with all the lights, the celebrations, the exchanges of
gifts, and the family gatherings----“what is the celebration all about?” Jesus
gives us a big clue in the passage from Luke---calling for all of us to come
together to “sit at the table in the kingdom of God.” This means dropping our
grievances toward one another, doing all we can do to help people experiencing
oppression, hunger, and violence across the world, and reaching out to those in
need in our neighborhoods and our nation. Putting the miracle of our Savior’s
birth at Bethlehem at the center of our lives will convert the phrase, “peace and
good will,” from just a “song of the angels” into hope and promise for a better
world.
You and I are being summoned this Christmas season to not just make it another
Christmas, when shortly after the New Year we move on to the next order of
business, forgetting already the spirit of the candles and the carols. But we are
being summoned to “sit at the table in the Kingdom of God.” It’s the best
invitation you and I will ever receive.
Peace of Christ,
Cam
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Beat the Winter Blues
Seasonal Affective Disorder, or SAD, is a condition that comes with the
changing of the seasons, affecting many people’s moods through the winter.
Symptoms mirror those of depression, creating fatigue, sadness, anxiety,
overeating, and mood changes. Here are some ways to keep those blues at bay:
1. Exercise, especially outdoors in the day light.
2. A healthy diet full of nutrient-rich fruits and vegetables.
3. Phototherapy, or bright light therapy, which simulates the sun’s rays.
4. Antidepressants can be prescribed for those suffering extensively from SAD.

Blue Christmas Service/A Service of Hope and Healing
We have always enjoyed the festive lights and the glorious hymns during the
Christmas season. It’s a time of celebration and remembrance. But it is also a
time of sadness for many. For some it could be the first
Christmas without their spouse, for some it may be the loss
of a child, for others it may be the inability to be with family.
There are many reasons that sadness strikes during the
Christmas season, but the common thread is loneliness. In
light of this, First Presbyterian will hold a “Blue Christmas
Service” on Sunday, December 21 at 5:00 p.m. in the
sanctuary. It will be a time of candles, meditative carols,
prayers, and a brief message. It is our hope that this special service will provide
special hope at this time of our Savior’s birth.
Coming Soon to Homes Near You
Presby Diners Club 2016
January February March
To register, find a form in December Headline News or sign
up on the church website: www.firstpresmanhattan.com
Forms in Bulletins Sundays in December
Open to ALL
Sponsored by your Membership, Fellowship and Church
Growth Committee
Chancel Choir needs your voice for the Christmas Eve 7pm
service. Rehearsal - Wednesday evening, December 23rd at 7pm
in the choir room. Contact Reg Pittman (Pittman@ksu.edu) with
any questions.
Note: The password for the online church directory is Proverbs2 .
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Christmas Season Schedule!
December 6th– 5:00 p.m. Jingle Bell Run
December 13th– 5:00 p.m. Children’s Christmas Program
followed by the Deacon’s Dinner
December 15– 7:00 p.m. Neighborhood Christmas Caroling
December 20th– 5:00 p.m. CTRL+ALT+Worship:
Christmas Edition
December 21st– 6:30 p.m. Blue Christmas Worship Service
December 24th– Christmas Eve Services:
5:00 p.m. Family candle light
service
7:00 p.m. Communion candle
light service

Mission and Outreach
Crunching the Numbers
During the month of October, we served 216
dinners and 99 breakfasts. We have also
distributed 55 brownbag lunches.
Our Community Dinners take place on
Tuesday evenings from 6:00-6:45 p.m. and the
Community Breakfasts on Wednesday
mornings from 7:30-8:15 a.m.
Average attendance at dinner is 35-40 and for
breakfasts is 20-25.

Food Pantry News
In October, our Food
Pantry served 104 adults, 66
children, and 5 elderly. We
partner with the Flint Hills
Breadbasket to help those in
our community who are
food insecure.

Members of our Monday/
Wednesday morning yoga class
gather to exercise. This class is
Open to all women with no experience needed!
Join us from 9:15-10:15 a.m. in the
P2 room every Monday and
Wednesday.

Coming Up Next...
Happy December Birthdays!

Journey to the Manger
This Advent season, First Presbyterian is celebrating
with a Journey to the Manger! We have prepared a
Family Activity Advent Calendar with daily scripture
readings and suggestions for activities to do as a
family. For a calendar, visit our website or the
Welcome Table outside the sanctuary. Like our
Facebook Page at www.facebook.com/
firstpresmanhattan.com to receive each day’s reading
and activities online!

10.
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Staff memories Continued
Reg (Chancel Choir Director): My best memories from Christmas was when our
family would gather to open presents. As everyone would arrive at the house, the
living room would fill with presents under the Christmas tree. We would always be
amazed at how my grandmother could open her gifts and not tear the paper. My
sister would video record the entire scene, especially since her two young children
would be tearing into their presents. These videos are now so important to our
family.
Kati (Associate Pastor): For two years I lived in a
small city of the Czech Republic in the middle of the
Czech Highlands (Kraj Vysočina). The name of the
town is Polička, which means “little shelf”. I served
as an assistant to the minister, creating outreach
events and teaching English, but I grew very close to
the members of our “little church” meaning the tightly connected denomination of the Evangelical Church
of the Czech Brethren. On my last day in Polička, my
gracious congregation gave me a special nativity set
(pictured right) which was carved by one of our denominational friends in a near by
village. They asked him to carve a “little shelf” as the stable for hand carved
characters in the nativity. Every year Polička has a display of historic nativity sets
carved and handmade by people of that region, and now I have my own polička
from Polička to remind me of the light of Christ that I witnessed there.
Susan (Director of Children’s Music): As a young girl of about 6, we lived in the
DC area, while my father was stationed there with the Air Force. At the time we
attended a Methodist church that had a Christmas Pageant. I do recall clearly that I
was not Mary, or even an angel, but rather a townsperson. Yuck! This was not to
my liking! While planning for the event, I couldn't recall what I was supposed to
wear and this was long before parent emails. It was either a nice Christmas dress or
wear bathroom robes to look more time period appropriate. I couldn't remember, my
mother was not pleased with me and I ended up with a velvet skirt with a scarf tied
around my head. (I was supposed to wear the robe.) But one thing I did remember
and got right: We were supposed to bring a basket and put in it something to offer
to the newborn king. At the time, and still now, chocolate covered raisins are a
special treat. This is what I gave the baby Jesus, what I treasured I offered!
Taylor (Administrative Secretary): We have a very nice set of figurines at home,
which my brother and I would rearrange every day and supplement with our own
toys. The main players were always present, but Barbie and Teddy would often join
the Wise Men for a visit.
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Groceries for God
Use your grocery shopping trips to
help our youth raise funds for their
annual ski and mission trips! Simply
register your Dillons Plus Card online
and you will automatically start earning rewards for First Presbyterian on
qualifying purchases! For more details about the program and directions on how to
sign up, visit our
website!

First Academy, Dec. 7th at 6:30, “The Advent Conspiracy”
Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted to
keep his promise. Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and
good works. And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but
encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.
Hebrews 10: 23-25
Rev. Kati Collins will introduce a movement which has been building in churches
across the nation: The Advent Conspiracy. Several years ago, a group of pastors
felt compelled to change the way their congregations celebrated Christmas. They
asked themselves, could the story of
Christ being born in a manger really be
the same story of parents tackling each
other to buy the next "hottest" toy for their
kids? What would it look like if instead of
just telling the story, we entered the story?
What if we gave like God did, by giving
gifts that encouraged relationships and
helped the poor rather than increasing the
gap between the rich and poor, parents
and children, shepherds and kings. So
together they built up an international
movement to restore the "scandal" of
Christmas by worshiping Jesus through acts of compassion not consumption. They
witnessed to the truth that Christmas changed the world forever, and it still can
change the world.
9.

Youth and College
Weekly Schedule through
Dec. 20th
Wednesday Small Groups:
5:30pm Mid-high Meal
7:30pm Senior-high Small Group
Sundays CORNERSTONE:
6pm Open Gym at Presby Place for
P2 and Cornerstone
6:30pm Large Group games and
“Echo the Story”

WANTED
SKIING YOUTH: Register by Dec. 20th
PRESENT WRAPPING ELVES:
Wrapping presents on Sundays in
December to raise funds to supplement our
ski trip costs!
YOUR GIFTS: We promise to return them
wrapped smart and beautiful to make your
family and friends filled with joy. The
donations received for wrapping gifts will
help pay for our transportation and food.
Thank you for helping us help you!

Cornerstone Update
Cornerstone has had a terrific Fall season, thus far! Our Sunday large group and
our Wednesday small group sessions have been spiritually engaging opportunities
for our youth to come together in fellowship and worship. The Loft, our youth
room, has a fresh coat of paint and we are now taking the steps to make it a
unique and comfortable place that we can call our own. Our Halloween party was
full of prizes, fun, and more candy than we could finish. We’re looking forward to
branching out into community outreach in the coming months and excited for our
big SKI TRIP in January, 2016! Come join us in the fun!
COLLEGE STUDENTS LUNCH AND CARE PACKAGES
Sunday, Dec. 13th we will have the awesome care packages
from our membership committee! You can tell any college
students you know, we'll have the bags by our welcome center
after both services, and we'll have a lovely meal with ham,
potatoes and green beans following the second service.
Our college students keep us singing, encouraging our children,
and keeping us smiling every week! Please wish them good
luck on their finals!
You can also pray for Anna Kucera, who will be involved with a
VIDA veterinary service trip to Masaya, Nicaragua from January 3-13. She is collecting donations of children's clothes, children's shoes, toothbrushes, toothpaste, travel soaps, coloring books, bubbles, dog
collars/leashes, dog toys, dog brushes to take to those in need. Boxes will be labeled
and in the foyer. Please pray for her and this group from K-State who will be involved in both personal and animal humanitarian activities.
8.

In Our Church
Jingle Bell Run
Join us this holiday season for the 4th Annual Jingle Bell 5k Run and 1.5 Mile
Fun Run/Walk benefiting “Katie’s Way”.
Dress up in some fun festive attire, wear Christmas lights, reindeer antlers or
adorn yourself in ornaments and make your way through downtown Manhattan
and around Kansas’ largest Christmas tree the in Blue
Earth Plaza.
We encourage participants of all ages to get into the
holiday spirit with this family-friendly event. After the
event, enjoy a light dinner and an awards ceremony!
Be there with bells on!
RACE DATE: Sunday, December 6, 2015
START TIME: 5:00 PM
LOCATION: Presby Place, First Presbyterian Church, 801 Leavenworth,
Manhattan, KS 66502
To register go to: www.jinglebellrun5k.com
As of November 24, we had 280 runners and walkers, far surpassing last year’s
count! This is sure to be an exciting event and we look forward to seeing
everyone there!

Blood Drive
First Presbyterian Church will have a blood drive on January 17,
2016. Please contact Tamera Garibay at 785-236-0955 for an
appointment.

November Session Highlights
-Approved Vacation Bible School Curriculum, entitled "Cave Quest." VBS dates
are: June 6-10.
-Stewardship report included over $418,000.00 received in pledges on
Stewardship Sunday. Pledges continue to come in, and the Committee's follow-up
will continue.
-Updates were also received on church security and handicapped parking and
seating plans, and the Planning Committee's review of goals, which will be
presented to the Session at its December meeting and subsequently shared with
the congregation after Session’s approval.
-Rev. McConnell discussed the idea of Sunday morning worship following a
"Narrative Lectionary," which would systematically "walk through the Bible."
Sermons would be based on these designated scriptures. The Session discussed
the idea, and the Worship Committee will continue the discussion at its next
meeting.
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Nursery Field Trip!
KIDS! Choirs
Hark! The children’s Christmas pageant this year will
end with angels singing and instruments playing! We
need any and all who play an instrument to join the
fun on the last song of the pageant. Copies of the parts
will be available in November. Contact Susan Maxwell
for details at susiebassoon@yahoo.com.
"Manger Medley" is this year's Christmas Pageant. It
will be on Sunday, December 13th at 5pm in Presby Place. The Deacon's Dinner
will follow. The final rehearsal will be on Friday, December 11th at 5:00 p.m.
(4:30 call) in Presby Place.
Manger Madness!
Do you have a special nativity set and story? Would you be willing to bring it to
the church for an enclosed display? We are celebrating and learning about the
manger this year for the Christmas Pageant "Manger Medley". Please share your
set and story with us! Contact the church office if interested!
Please send in your pictures of dad and babies or newborns!
Informal shots will be great. We would like to incorporate
them into the Christmas pageant this year. Email or
questions to Susan Maxwell, susiebassoon@yahoo.com or
the church office. Thank you!
Sunday School and Choir
Our Sunday school is growing weekly and we are so happy to see all the smiling
faces! Each week your kids enjoy opportunities for participating in the
“Cornerstone Memory Verse Challenge,” “Find-the-Bible-Verse” hunt for prizes,
discussions about the Apostle Paul and his amazing adventures, and of course,
musical fun and exploration for those interested in being part of our kids choir! The
choir practices for part of the Sunday school hour and typically perform at the
10:30 service on the fourth Sunday of each month! This month, the choir will sing
one of the pageant songs at the 10:30 service on December 13th.
Save the date for Vacation Bible School 2016! Join us
June 6-10 as we go batty for VBS! We can’t wait to get
started exploring our “Cave Quest” theme, but for now
you’ll just have to make like a stalactite and hang in there!
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On November 11, nursery workers led the
children of Lil’ Kids’ Morning Out to watch to
Veteran’s Day parade! Joining the crowd along
Poyntz, the group waved American flags and
cheered on the bands, fancy cars, and current
and retired soldiers.

Caroling in Friendship Park
O’Come all ye festive and faithful… and meet us on December 15th in
Friendship Park as we join our community meal patrons for our second annual
“Caroling In the Park”! We will begin with a minute for cocoa and fellowship,
and then it’s off to spread our Christmas cheer to houses in the neighborhood!
If you talk to anyone who participated last year, they will tell you that it was a
very uplifting and worthwhile experience. We bonded with our Tuesday night
community dinner friends and brought some smiles to our neighbors as well!
If anyone would still like to paint a tile for the mosaic in the CE wing,
contact Shiloh Vick at msmshousehold6@gmail.com.

Parents’ Night Out
We had a great time at our November
Parents’ Night Out where we celebrated
everything we are thankful for! We played
games with a parachute (bottom left) and ate
a turkey made of fruit (left) made by Charlie
Harris! A great big thank you to everyone
who helped make this Parents’ Night Out so
much fun!
Join us for our December Parents’ DAY Out
which will be on December 12 from 9:001:00 p.m. Take a few hours to check some
things off your Christmas list and leave your
kids with us! We will help the kids prepare
their own Christmas surprises and enjoy
some Christmas treats and fun. A light
lunch and treats will be served. We will be
serving lunch, so this month will be $6 per
child or $10 per family.
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