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This year’s Cornerstone Youth mission trip to South Dakota was a fun
learning experience for all who went. Pictured above is the mission team
standing on second the porch they built throughout the week. For more on
the trip, see page 6!
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Religion and the American Presidency
Every four years and every presidential campaign
season I have taught a series on “Religion and the
American Presidency.” This year it will serve as the
September and October First Academy on October 3rd
and 10th at 6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary. The way we
govern ourselves has always been of paramount
concern to Presbyterians, as we were known to be the
backbone of the rebellion against England and leaders in
Rev. McConnell
the Revolutionary War and the fight for independence.
No other denomination in America, with the exception of the Episcopalians, can
claim as many presidents: Lincoln, Wilson, Eisenhower, and Reagan, to name
a few. Although Thomas Jefferson was an Anglican (Episcopalian), his
revolutionary spirit embodied one of the principle legacies of 18th century
Presbyterians, and that was to be “hostile to legacies,” in author Joseph Ellis’s
words. To say it another way: just because it was done this way in the past
doesn’t necessarily mean it was right.
So, in this unpredictable and topsy-turvy election season, let us take a look at the
religious influence on the American presidency and how biblical and theological
understanding shape American politics. In a world filled with too many inane
tweets, too many shallow Facebook postings, too many over-reactions, too many
violent and tragic killings, and too much careless language, don’t we long for a
moral consistency that comes from informed and thoughtful leaders as well as
from common citizens. And don’t we hope that our presidents will depend and
rely on the proper understanding of the way faith and belief can play a vital role
in the nation’s future.
I encourage you to come and examine these issues in October as we continue to
appreciate the freedom to vote in a nation where many Presbyterians led the
revolutionary effort to bequeath us this same freedom.

Coming Up Next...
Happy August Birthdays!

Total Body Workout
Zumba is back. Come Zumba with us on Monday’s from 5:30-6:30 in Presby
Place.

Crunching the Numbers
During the month of June, we served 172 dinners and 124 breakfasts. We also
distributed 64 brownbag lunches.
Our Community Dinners take place on Tuesday evenings from 6:00-6:45 p.m.
and the Community Breakfasts on Wednesday mornings from 7:30-8:15 a.m.
Average attendance at dinner is 35-40 and for breakfasts is 20-25.

Faithfully,
Cam

Food Pantry News
In April, our Food Pantry served 67 adults and 44 children. We partner with the
Flint Hills Breadbasket to help those in our community who are food insecure.
The First Presbyterian Food Pantry serves our community on Fridays from
10:00 a.m.-noon and 1:00-3:00 p.m.
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Note: The password for the online church directory is Proverbs2 .
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Save the Date
Fall Church Picnic
Sept. 25, 2016
More info to follow.

Presbyterian Boot-Camp to be held here on September 15
First Presbyterian will host and sponsor a regional seminar for Presbyterian
ministers and lay leaders on September 15th from 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.. As a way
of strengthening our denomination, the Mission Committee decided to offer this
outreach to pastors and lay leaders in an effort to bring in well-known leaders in
the areas of preaching, youth ministry, and becoming an “invitational church”.
The seminar will be open to clergy and laity throughout the mid west.
Speakers for this seminar will include:
John Currie, Director of Athletics at Kansas State University, speaking on “A
Mind-Set for Growth.”

First Sunday Summer Brunches
August 7
In Fisher Hall following the 10:30 Service
GUIDELINES
Congregation: Bring a potluck dish to serve 10-12:
Meat dish, vegetable dish, or salad
Bring your own Table Service:
We are trying to go green and reduce use of plastics, paper products and
plates…plus reduce clean-up.
Bring a friend!
Membership Committee: provides dessert and beverages
PB&J will be provided for kids

Thank you!

One more thanks to the church for the use of Presby Place for our Fundraising
Garage Sale that was held Friday, July 15th & Saturday, 16th. Thanks to the
many church members who donated items, came to the sale and/or financially
donated to the cause. The money collected ($5,200) went directly to research for
the MECP2 Duplication Syndrome. It has been my experience that this church
and its members are always ready to reach out and
help one another. God bless you all.
Tom and Sue Dunn
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Tom Are, Senior Pastor at Village Presbyterian Church in Prairie Village,
Kansas, speaking on "How to Preach in a New Day: I've Changed my Mind
About a Few Things."
Crystal Kirgiss, a speaker and trainer for Youth Specialties, speaking on
"Rockin' Youth Meetings" (Principles for growing a youth ministry).
“The Culture of Invitation”- Speaker TBD
For more information about our speakers and the seminar, or to register, visit
our website.

NEW, printed and digital church
directory with photos!
Photo sessions at church with Lifetouch
professional Photographers
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
September 26-28
October 21-22
We encourage & welcome all of our church family
(members, students, friends) to participate!

First Academy
United States Senator Jerry Moran will be the First
Academy speaker on August 22nd at 6:30 p.m. in the
sanctuary. Senator Moran serves on the Senate's
Appropriations Committee, Commerce, Science, and
Transportation Committee, Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs Committee, Veterans Affairs Committee, and
Indian Affairs Committee. He has served as Kansas U.S.
Senator since 2011.
Child care reservations due by 3:00 p.m. on Friday,
August 19.
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In Our Church
Kick off Sunday and Time and Talents Fair

Kernels from Pastor Kati

Sunday, August 21st our Sunday School Classes and youth programs will
kick-off a new season of discipleship! Between worship services and after
church, everyone will have an opportunity to find out about our various
ministries and opportunities in the Time and Talents Fair in Fisher Hall. If
you would like to feature your study, ministry or service opportunity, please
contact the office to reserve a space.

“God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use
them well to serve one another.” 1 Peter 4:10.
There is something personal about looking at a painting or photography or
sculpture. I somehow feel connected to the artist, as I get a glimpse of one
man’s memory or one woman’s experience or one child’s dream. During our
First Presby Art Show on June 26th, I was amazed by the experience of
community as some of the artists not only shared their art, but they also told the
stories behind their art. Billy Woodward shared the stories of Woody’s ties
which went into her quilt, and Kathy Wilson told the story of the Tie Quilt she
made for her friend. Some of our artists displayed their stories, while some of
the water colors from Cheri Graham and
June Myers inspired our own stories of
memories in the Flint Hills. Micky Jensen
even helped me tell the sermon in a third
dimension, as she painted a work of art
during my sermon in each of our worship
services on that day. Several of our artists
who have been journaling through the Bible
shared their explorations, and many children
shared some art from their school year and
Art Camp which had taken place during the
previous weeks. Together our gifts came
together like a quilted work of art, visual
representations of the Holy Spirit continuing
to create, creating through us and
transforming us in the process. A huge
thanks to all of our artists, including our
interim hostess, Julie Haynes, who provided a reception which was a work of
art in itself! Also, gratitude to our friends at the Hale Library of Kansas State
University, for sharing the artistry of the Saint John’s Bible.

Children’s Ministry volunteer recognition on
August 14 at 10:30 service.
Commissioning of Sunday School teachers for
2015-2017 on August 21.

“Thank you” to our Mission Committee for hosting this year’s Bike and Build
farewell breakfast on Wed, June 22nd! St Thomas Moore was their home base,
but we were given the privilege of being involved. Due to our children’s
summer camps being held in Presby Place, we were unable to accommodate
their three-day stay (as we did last year). I would also like to Thank Jane
Houghton, Jim Schottler, Pastor Kati, Rev. David Jones, Tom Dunn, and
Leicha Kennedy for helping make the breakfast a success!!
Bike and Build is a non-profit organization that raises money for and spreads
awareness of affordable housing issues throughout the United States. Each
summer, eight groups bike from the Atlantic coast to the Pacific. Our particular
group consisted of 26 young adults. For more information regarding this group:
www.bikeandbuild.org
Tragic Update- Our hearts go out to the entire Bike & Build community after
the tragic death of Anne Davis and critically injured Laura Stark. Both were
struck by a vehicle late in the riding day on Wednesday, July 13, 2016 in Idaho.
Join us through prayer for peace, comfort, and strength for all of those who are
hurting from this devastating tragedy.
Tom and Sue Bath-Dunn
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Art and Music

Beautiful Music
First Presbyterian has always held music as one of its most treasured art
forms. While we are celebrating the amazing visual artists we have in our
church family, consider picking up an instrument and joining
our ensemble, Presby Players! This growing ensemble of
young and experienced musicians, will resume
rehearsals September 7th, preparing for a concert in October!
Check our website for more details:
www.firstpresmanhattan.com/music/presbyplayers/
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A Note from Health Ministries

Volunteers Needed
Kickoff Sunday is just around the corner! We need volunteers for the coming 2016
-2017 school year to join our children’s ministry team. For more information or to
volunteer, please contact Shiloh Vick at 785-537-0518.

Sunday School Curriculum
Kick-off Sunday is right around the corner! We have a fantastic curriculum ready
for fall called "Growing In Grace and Gratitude". It is from PC USA and the
lessons are relevant and timely. Susan Maxwell has been hard at work on a music
curriculum for our kids choir that reinforces our faith walk in grace and
gratitude. We hope that our Presby Kids enjoyed a fun and safe
summer and are ready to get back to Sunday school!
(Translation: we hope they missed us as much as we missed
them!) If anyone would like more information on our new
curriculum, or would like to be part of our Sunday school
program, please contact Shiloh at 785-317-8286 or by
emailing nursery.firstpresby@gmail.com. Enjoy the rest of your
summer!!

August Parents’ Night Out: The Presby Games!
The Games of the XXXI Olympiad are coming soon and we are
joining the fun! On August 19 from 6:00-9:00 p.m., we will be
hosting an Olympic themed night complete with snacks, crafts
and games!
Please RSVP by noon on Monday, August 15. We will be
forming teams prior to the event, so late RSVPs will not be accepted.

“The glory of the young is their strength; the gray hair of experience is the
splendor of the old.” Proverbs 20:29 NLT
Retirement is full of change so plan how to transition from job to no job and how
to reinvent yourself with a new identity or purpose. Research shows that staying
active keeps you healthy because of the intellectual stimulus it offers and the
socialization it provides. Offer your talents/skills/hobbies to your church, local
hospital, or community agency. To socialize join a hobby club, get a part-time
job, or take a class in something new. If you are struggling with retirement, how
is your spouse doing? It is an adjustment for both of you so discuss the changes,
create together time, but keep some time for yourself. Make retirement healthy
and positive by staying active and interested in your surroundings. If you see it
as a burden or a negative in your life – it will be!

New Presby Book Network
Starting this fall, we will be providing a list of
recommended books which can be read by small groups,
families or on your own as a way of staying in touch with
our community and learning about our world and our
history. Our first book puts us in touch with the big dream
of some teenagers and a crazy teacher who encouraged
them. This story told in "Spare Parts" by Joshua Davis,
now a motion picture, is currently featured as the Kansas
State Book of the Year. We will feature this book and
others at a Read-Aloud event on Monday, August 29th at
6:00 p.m. Read with us and help us build "A Church on
the Same Page."

Concert in the Park

A Note from Presby KIDS!
Beginning on Kick-off Sunday, activities for kids K-3rd grade will now be
available in the preschool room during the 9:15 service and for parents taking
adult Sunday school classes.

Blacktop Fun
Wednesday Nights on the Blacktop have
been enjoyed by members and friends of
all ages throughout the summer. Pictured
right are some of our children
participating in a potato sack race at our
Backyard Games Night on June 29th.
Water balloons went faster than we
could fill them!
8.
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2016 Mission Trip

Youth & College

Lakota Trip 2016
Three Cornerstone Youth and three adults ventured to South Dakota for a mission
trip with TEAMeffort. Most of their work was around Sharps Corner, in
conjunction with the Sharps Baptist Church. Specifically, they worked alongside
the Oglala Lakota Tribe. Our team became deck and stair masters! They built a
deck and stairs for both the dorm at the ranch where we stayed and the home of one
of the church members. Each youth became proficient at hammering, measuring
boards, power drilling, and, most of all, working as a team. The team had a great
time getting to know several of the tribe members, learning about tradition, history
and a native perspective on life and faith. Find out more about their experience on
Sunday, August 28th and by catching up on our Facebook page and Pastor Kati's
blog: www.czechmyblog.blogspot.com

A big thank you to Neil Dunn for
hosting our final On the Blacktop
with a Drum Circle!
Grace Maxwell leads us here in
waves of rhythm!

Cornerstone Youth
Sunday, August 14th join us for an informational lunch for youth, parents and
volunteers at 11:30am in Fisher Hall. Rising 4th, 5th and 6th graders will enjoy
learning about P-Squared. Rising 7th -12th grade will enjoy hearing
about Cornerstone Youth and Small Groups. Volunteers can come learn more
about our youth ministry. RSVP on our Facebook Event or to Pastor Kati.

Welcome Back, College Students!
Sunday, August 28th we will have our first college lunch of the semester
including a Trivia Challenge with team prizes! K-state faculty, and staff also
welcome for lunch and the competition!

Pictured top left: Brianna Dowling
demonstrating the need for a porch
and stairs on the reservation house.

Havin’ a Blast!

Pictured top middle: Mission team
members Edward McKeever, Brianna
Dowling, Zac Paquette, and Pastor
Kati hard at work building a porch
and stairs.

Cornerstone Youth took a day trip to Dave
& Busters and Main Event
Entertainment in Kansas City. Joined by
P2 leader Natalie Bender and new
Cornerstone leader Nick Wiggins, the
youth were excited to spend time with
friends playing games.
Watch the website and bulletin for
updates on more summer fun!

Pictured top right: Porch frame
completion as of day 2.

Pictured: Cornerstone Youth Laser Tag
Team on recent trip to Kansas City.

Pictured right: The whole team
posing at the end of a busy work day!
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